
FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

1

       THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

                       - - -

In Re:                   :

                         :

Regular Meeting.         :

                       - - -

              February 13, 2023

               PROCEEDINGS OF

   THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Before Chairman Douglas J. Preisse, Director Antone
White, Deputy Director David Payne, and Board
Members Kimberly Marinello, Michael Sexton, and
Josh Jaffe, on
Monday, February 13, 2023, beginning at
Approximately 3:00 p.m., and concluding at
Approximately 3:51 p.m.

                      - - -



FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

2

1 APPEARANCES:

2    FRANKLIN COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE
   Andrea Hofer, Esquire

3    Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
   373 South High Street, 14th Floor

4    Columbus, Ohio 43215,

5             On behalf of the Board.

6 Also present:

7   Jeff Mackey
  Travis Simmons

8   Matthew Kelly
  Thu Nguyen

9
                    - - -

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

3

1                      I N D E X
                       - - -

2 AGENDA ITEMS PAGE                             PAGE

3 Approval of Minutes

4 Certification of Candidates to the May Ballot

5 Candidates Not Recommended For Certification

6 Certification of Candidates to the November
Ballot

7

8 Local Option Petition

9 Voter Challenge by Millie Jenkins

10 Voter Challenge by Andrew M. Brown

11 Voter Challenge by Robin Burress

12 Employee Recognition Program Expenditure

13 BlueCrest Equipment and Maintenance Agreement

14 Updated Travel Policy

15 NCOA Mailing

16 Full-Time Employee Pay Raise

17 Seasonal Employee Pay Scale

18 Table Voter Challenge by Carlos Wilson

19 Adjourn

20

21

22                         - - -

23

24

25



FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

4

1                    E X H I B I T S

2 BOARD EXHIBITS PAGE

3 Exhibit A (Candidates Recommended for
Certification to the May 2, 2023 Primary Election)

4
Exhibit B (Candidates Not Recommended for

5 Certification)

6 Exhibit C (Candidates Recommended for
Certification to the November 7, 2023 General

7 Election)

8 Exhibit D (Local Options Recommended for
Certification to the May 2, 2023 Primary/Special

9 Election)

10 Exhibit F (Board of Elections Full-Time
Employees)

11
Exhibit G (Seasonal Salary Scale)

12
                - - -

13

14

15

16                        Monday Afternoon Session
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17                        3:00 p.m.
                       - - -

18

19                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All right.

20 I'll go ahead and take roll.  Kim Marinello?

21                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here.

22                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Mike

23 Sexton?

24                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Here.

25                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug
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1 Preisse?

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here.

3                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Josh

4 Jaffe?

5                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Here.

6                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We have a

7 quorum.  Our court reporter is Deb, and for her

8 benefit, prior to speaking if you'd say your name,

9 I think that will be helpful in her recording the

10 minutes.  The first item on the agenda is the

11 approval of minutes for the November 28th, November

12 29th, and December 9th meeting of the Franklin

13 County Board of Elections.

14                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Kim Marinello.

15 I move that the Board approve the minutes from the

16 November 28th, November 29th, and December 9th

17 meetings of the Franklin County Board of Elections.

18                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Second.  Josh

19 Jaffe.

20                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

21 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

22 the motion signify by saying aye.

23                  (Vote taken.)

24                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

25 opposed.
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1                  (No response.)

2                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

3 carries.  The next item on the agenda is the

4 certification of candidates.  I'll call on Jeff

5 Mackey from Petitions and Filings.

6                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  He walked away

7 a moment ago.  Was that him?  I think he's coming

8 in the back door.  There he is.

9                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We

10 introduced you.

11                  MR. MACKEY:  So 55 candidates

12 filed and 11 local option filings, which resulted

13 in a total of 14 questions with the Sunday and

14 weekday questions on three of the local option

15 filings.  That was pretty good.  We have a Gahanna

16 charter requirement that necessitates a primary for

17 mayor.  And we also have a Hilliard charter

18 requirement that necessitates primary when a number

19 of candidates from a party is not less than or

20 equal to the number of positions to be filled, so

21 we will have at least one instance from the primary

22 in Hilliard.  Columbus, Reynoldsburg, White Hall

23 have similar language about not needing to have a

24 primary if there aren't more candidates than the

25 number of positions to be filled or not twice the
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1 number of candidates for the number of positions to

2 be filled, so we have -- you will see here in a

3 second that we did not have to have primaries in

4 Columbus, Reynoldsburg, White Hall, or the

5 democratic side of Hilliard.

6                  Exhibit A includes six candidates.

7 Two of them are for Gahanna mayor.  Four for three

8 seats from Hilliard republican primary.  Staff has

9 reviewed petitions for all the candidates listed on

10 Exhibit A and found them to be timely filed, valid,

11 and sufficient.  We recommend they be certified for

12 the May 2, 2023 primary ballots.

13                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  These -- Doug

14 Preisse.  These candidates for Hilliard council,

15 are those at large?

16                  MR. MACKEY:  At large, correct.

17                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And there are

18 only two candidates for Gahanna mayor, but we have

19 to have a primary irrespective of the fact that

20 they both will win the primary?

21                  MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  We ran that

22 past the city attorney in Gahanna and we agreed

23 that yes, they have to have -- they consulted and

24 also concurred the way the language is written

25 currently, that is a --
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1                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The city

2 prosecutor, theirs or ours?

3                  MR. MACKEY:  City attorney and

4 county prosecutor work together to make sure that

5 we were doing it correctly.

6                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  That should be

7 fixed.

8                  MR. MACKEY:  He indicated that the

9 2026, whatever they call it --

10                  MS. HOFER:  Charter commission.

11                  MR. MACKEY:  Charter commission

12 review it, so it won't be a problem again in 2027.

13                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Gotcha.

14                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Mr. Chairman, I

15 move that the Board certify each of the such

16 persons as appears in Exhibit A to the May 2nd,

17 2023 primary election ballot, and that these

18 petitions were filed timely and found to be valid

19 and sufficient.

20                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  That was Kim

21 Marinello.  And I am Doug Preisse, and I second the

22 motion.

23                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

24 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

25 the motion signify by saying aye.
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1                  (Vote taken.)

2                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

3 opposed, same sign.

4                  (No response.)

5                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

6 carries.  We'll call on Jeff again to talk to us

7 about Exhibit B, which is the candidates not

8 recommended for certification.

9                  MR. MACKEY:  Exhibit B also

10 includes six candidates.  Staff has reviewed the

11 petitions for those candidates and found them to be

12 either invalid or insufficient and we do not

13 recommend they be certified.

14                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Say that again.

15                  MR. MACKEY:  We reviewed those

16 petitions as well, and found them to be either

17 invalid or insufficient.  Therefore we do not

18 recommend that they be certified.  There's a little

19 note on each one to kind of describe what the

20 insufficiency was.

21                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Insufficient

22 signatures in each case.

23                  MR. MACKEY:  In the case of

24 Ms. Eldridge because there were various other

25 petition problems.  She didn't get the signature
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1 threshold.

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Thank

3 you.

4                  MS. MARINELLO:  Mr. Chairman --

5 this is Kim Marinello -- I move that the Board deny

6 certification to those candidates found on Exhibit

7 B because those petitions were found to be invalid

8 or insufficient.

9                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  Doug

10 Preisse.

11                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

12 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

13 the motion, signify by saying aye.

14                  (Vote taken.)

15                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

16 opposed, same sign.

17                  (No response.)

18                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

19 carries.  Again, Jeff, if you could talk about

20 certification of candidates to the November ballot.

21                  MR. MACKEY:  Exhibit C contains 43

22 candidates and as a result of various charter

23 requirements they are allowed to be declared

24 nominated by you and moved right to the general

25 election, so the staff has reviewed the petitions
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1 of the candidates listed in Exhibit C and found

2 them to be timely filed, valid, and sufficient, and

3 recommend that they be declared nominated and that

4 they be certified to the November 7th, 2023 general

5 election ballot.

6                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Questions from the

7 Board?

8                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Not from me.

9                  MEMBER JAFFE:  This is Josh Jaffe.

10 I'll move that the Board declare each of such

11 persons as appears in Exhibit C to be nominated and

12 that we certify their names to the November 7th,

13 2023 general election ballot and that these

14 petitions were filed timely and found to be valid

15 and sufficient.

16                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Michael Sexton.  I

17 will second.

18                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

19 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

20 the motion signify by saying aye.

21                  (Vote taken.)

22                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

23 opposed, same sign.

24                  (No response.)

25                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion
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1 carries.  The next item on the agenda is local

2 options that Jeff mentioned earlier.  There were a

3 number of those.  Do you want to talk to that?

4                  MR. MACKEY:  Exhibit D contains

5 our local option filings.  Staff and members of the

6 prosecutor's office reviewed those files, and found

7 them to be timely filed, valid, and sufficient.  We

8 recommend them for inclusion at the May primary

9 ballot.  There is a little change, didn't happen

10 just for this election.  It happened last year, but

11 local options may now appear at a primary election

12 even if there are no candidates on the ballot, but

13 we do have nine precincts general candidates on the

14 ballot, will have a local option on the ballot.  In

15 the past we would not have opened those precincts

16 because they would have had to wait until the

17 general election.

18                  MEMBER JAFFE:  So this Hilliard

19 4-A is the only one that otherwise has --

20                  MR. MACKEY:  Right.

21                  MEMBER JAFFE:  -- candidates?

22                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  All right.

23 Thank you.

24                  MEMBER SEXTON:  No questions.

25 Michael Sexton.  I move that the Board certify May
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1 2nd, 2023 special election ballot, those local

2 options on Exhibit D, and that these local option

3 petitions were filed timely and found to be valid

4 and sufficient.

5                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

6 second.

7                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

8 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

9 the motion signify by saying aye.

10                  (Vote taken.)

11                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

12 opposed, same sign.

13                  (No response.)

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

15 carries.  Thank you, Jeff.  The next items on the

16 agenda are voter challenges.  There were five voter

17 challenges filed with the Board of Elections.  I

18 believe that the prosecutor in the past has

19 required that those people be here; is that --

20                  MS. HOFER:  My understanding is

21 yes, to swear in because, you know, they have to be

22 here to be able to swear in, so yes.

23                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So there

24 are two folks here.  We've got Andrew Brown and we

25 have Robin Burress.
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1                  MS. GIBBONS:  I believe Millie

2 Jenkins just walked in.  Would you happen to be Ms.

3 Jenkins?

4                  MS. JENKINS:  Yes.

5                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All right.

6 We have Millie Jenkins as well.  So the only person

7 that we are not -- that is not here is Carlos

8 Wilson who had two protests.  Did we send him

9 information to indicate that he should be here?

10 Okay.

11                  MS. HOFER:  Mr. Wilson is not in

12 the audience, correct?  Just wanted to

13 double-check.

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So I guess

15 what would be the Board's preferences?  Do you need

16 to hear those since he's not here or --

17                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  In what order

18 are you saying?  Should we take them in the order

19 -- I don't know what we have the order here.

20                  MEMBER JAFFE:  The first one is

21 Mr. Wilson and he's not here, so the question is,

22 do we go through this now or --

23                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And our counsel

24 is telling us we think we have to have a presence

25 of --
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1                  MS. HOFER:  Yeah.

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  -- a protestor

3 or an affidavit or otherwise you'd advise us not to

4 move on it.  Is that what you are --

5                  MS. HOFER:  I think in the past we

6 have tabled it, so --

7                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All right.

8 Well, why don't we do that.  Let's just move on.

9 We don't have to table it, we just move on, right?

10 All right.  Okay.  I believe --

11                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Then we will

12 make an effort to connect with the gentleman.

13 There's no point leaving it fester if can't connect

14 with him.

15                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  There's two.

16                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Oh, there's

17 two.

18                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Both from

19 him.

20                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I see, yes.

21 Okay.  Well, let's pass on those two and go to the

22 Millie Jenkins matter.

23                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Okay.  So

24 Travis with voter services, do you want to come up

25 and speak to --
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1                  MR. SIMMONS:  Start with Ms.

2 Jenkins.  I'm Travis Simmons.  I'm the manager of

3 the voter services department here at the Franklin

4 County Board of Elections.  Ms. Millie Jenkins is

5 challenging the voter registration status of Thomas

6 Jerry Rose.  Ms. Jenkins has been registered at 480

7 South Napoleon Street since 1979.  She has voted

8 regularly since registering to vote in 1979.  At

9 the time she voted at the polls, but she has most

10 recently voted absentee as well.  Mr. Rose

11 originally registered to vote in Franklin County on

12 September of 2010.  He has never cast a ballot

13 after that time -- I mean at that time.  And he was

14 registered in 2016 when he was removed from being

15 incarcerated for a felony conviction.  Mr. Rose

16 re-registered at 480 South Napoleon in August of

17 2016 and voted from that address during the voting

18 period when the 2016 general election and the 2018

19 general election.  Mr. Rose has had no voter

20 activity since November 6, 2018.  Mr. Rose record

21 was changed to inactive status as part of the NVRA

22 supplemental process after a period of inactivity.

23 Confirmation notice was sent to Mr. Rose at 480

24 South Napoleon address in September of 2021.  The

25 BOE received no response from that notice and no --



FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

17

1 and barring any other voter activity, Mr. Rose is

2 scheduled to be removed for inactivity, part of our

3 NCOA process in 2015 -- I mean, 2025.  The voter

4 services department is recommended that the Board

5 uphold the challenge against Mr. Rose and remove

6 him as a registered voter in Franklin County.  The

7 research supports the statement provided by Ms.

8 Jenkins that Mr. Rose no longer lives at 480 South

9 Napoleon Avenue and should not continue to be

10 registered at that address.

11                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Thank you.

12 Mille Jenkins?

13                  MS. JENKINS:  Yes.

14                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Would you like

15 to comment?

16                  MS. JENKINS:  He has never --

17                  MS. HOFER:  I'm sorry.

18                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  If you would

19 like to comment, you are welcome to come up if

20 you're comfortable staying there, we can --

21                  MS. JENKINS:  It's hard to walk.

22                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Can our

23 court reporter swear you in.

24                  MS. HOFER:  Or I can do it too.

25                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  What
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1 makes easy sense?

2                  MS. JENKINS:  Mr. Rose has never

3 lived at --

4                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  One

5 moment.  Let's just make sure we do this --

6                  MS. JENKINS:  Okay.

7                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  -- for the

8 record.

9                  MS. HOFER:  I need to swear you

10 in, ma'am.  Could you raise your right hand,

11 please.

12                  (WHEREUPON, Millie Jenkins was

13 sworn.)

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Thank you.

15 Go ahead.

16                  MS. JENKINS:  Okay.  He has never

17 lived at this address.  Three years ago last month

18 I fell and broke my hip and my leg, and I was out

19 of the house for over a month and rehab and all

20 that.  All of a sudden when I come back to the

21 house, I'm getting all his mail at my house.  I

22 keep sending everything back, but it keeps coming

23 back.  So finally I called up here and asked them

24 about it.  And I thought, well, that's settled

25 because I told them he doesn't live there and never
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1 has.  And then I got a notice to come in here.

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, thank you

3 for making the effort to come in.  We appreciate

4 your consciousness and the fact that you are a very

5 active voter.

6                  MS. JENKINS:  I try to be.

7                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I think we're

8 going to clean it up today based on the evidence in

9 front of us and I appreciate, especially making the

10 trip with you -- with your -- looks like you are

11 getting better and better all the time, right?

12                  MS. JENKINS:  Well, I still have

13 my companion here.  I'll have this for the rest of

14 my life.

15                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Did you name

16 it?

17                  MS. JENKINS:  Pardon me?

18                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Does it have a

19 name.

20                  MS. JENKINS:  No.  It's just my

21 partner.

22                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Unnamed

23 partner.  I should be so lucky and maybe the rest

24 of us.  Okay.  Good.  Thank you very much Ms.

25 Jenkins.
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1                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Thank you.

2                  MS. JENKINS:  I can go now, right?

3                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, wait for

4 the vote.

5                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Mr. Chairman, I

6 move the Board approve challenging the right to

7 vote filed by Millie Jenkins of 480 South Napoleon

8 Avenue, Columbus, Ohio against Thomas Rose of 480

9 South Napoleon Avenue, Columbus, Ohio and that

10 Thomas Rose's registration be removed in the

11 Franklin County voter file.  This is Kim Marinello.

12                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

13 second.

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

15 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

16 the voter challenge to remove Thomas Rose from the

17 voter file indicate by voting yes.

18                  (Vote taken.)

19                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those

20 against.

21                  (No response.)

22                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

23 carries.

24                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Thank you,

25 Millie.
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1                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Thank you.

2                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next

3 voter challenge would be filed by Andrew Brown.  I

4 believe Mr. Brown is here.

5                  MR. SIMMONS:  Once again,

6 Mr. Brown is challenging the voter registration

7 status of Ahmed.  Mr. Brown is registered to vote

8 4632 Hilton Avenue, Apartment 29.  Mr. Brown has

9 been registered at that address since September of

10 2018.  He's been a consistent voter since his

11 original registration date in 2010.  On this

12 challenge Mr. Brown has asserted Mr. Ahmed has not

13 lived at this address for many, many months.

14 Mr. Brown has had consistent voter activity from

15 4632 Hilton Avenue and Mr. Ahmed's lack of any

16 voter activity from that address supports the

17 information provided by Mr. Brown on this challenge

18 form.  Mr. Ahmed originally registered at that

19 address on August 22nd, 2015, via paper

20 registration form from a naturalization ceremony.

21 Immediately following his registration, Mr. Ahmed's

22 registration information was flagged by the then

23 BMV as a mismatch with their information and a

24 confirmation notice was mailed to him to correct

25 the mismatch on his registration form.  The
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1 confirmation notice was returned to the Board as

2 undeliverable in 2017, which indicates Mr. Ahmed no

3 longer lived at that residence at that time.

4 Mr. Ahmed's registration is currently inactive

5 status as of September 2017 when the confirmation

6 notice was returned undeliverable and he is on

7 schedule to be removed from our voter rolls as part

8 of the list maintenance process.  Mr. Ahmed has

9 never lived in Franklin County.  Voter services

10 recommend that the Board approve the challenge

11 against Mr. Ayan Ahmed presented by Mr. Brown,

12 Andrew Brown.  To the best of our knowledge,

13 Mr. Ahmed has not lived or voted in Franklin County

14 since at least September 2017 and should no longer

15 remain registered to vote at this address.

16                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Do we

17 have Mr. Brown in the audience; is that right?

18 Would you like to address the Board?

19                  MR. BROWN:  Yes.

20                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Would you mind

21 coming up to the podium.  Relatively ambulatory.

22                  MS. HOFER:  We have to swear you

23 in please, sir.

24                  (WHEREUPON, Andrew Brown was sworn

25 in.)
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1                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes, sir.

2                  MR. BROWN:  I live at 4632 Hilton

3 Avenue, Apartment 29, Columbus, Ohio 43228 since

4 September 2018, per the record, and I've never

5 lived with Mr. Ahmed.  I kept getting Mr. Ahmed's

6 election mail in the mailbox, so I presented the

7 issue to the Board.  The Board sent the paperwork

8 over, had him removed.  I never lived with him.  I

9 filled out my application as well.  I live there.

10 I've got my gas bill and my water bill, my driver's

11 license, so that's pretty much all I've got.

12                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Do you have a

13 question?

14                  MEMBER JAFFE:  I do have a

15 question, just -- are you aware that Mr. Ahmed has

16 ever lived at that address you referenced in the

17 challenge --

18                  MR. BROWN:  I want to say he's

19 lived there, but I've never seen him there.  I

20 moved in September of 2018.  I kept getting his

21 mail at my mailbox.  I started getting like

22 election mail in the mail, so I presented it to the

23 Board.  I can't verify he's lived, but I kept

24 getting his mail, so yeah.

25                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Okay.  Thank you.
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1                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Any

2 other questions or concerns?  Appreciate you coming

3 in to help us clean up the rolls.  Any other

4 thoughts?

5                  MEMBER JAFFE:  If there's nothing

6 else, this is Josh Jaffe.  I move that the Board

7 approve the challenge of right to vote filed by

8 Andrew M. Brown of 4632 Hilton Avenue, Apartment

9 29, Columbus, Ohio against Ayan Ahmed of 4632

10 Hilton Ave., Apartment 29, Columbus, Ohio and that

11 Ayan Ahmed's registration be removed from the

12 Franklin County voter file.

13                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Michael Sexton,

14 I'll second.

15                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

16 properly moved and seconded to remove Andrew -- or

17 I'm sorry, to remove Ayan Ahmed from the voter

18 file.  All those in favor of the motion, signify by

19 saying aye.

20                  (Vote taken.)

21                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

22 opposed, same sign.

23                  (No response.)

24                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

25 carries.
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1                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Thank you for

2 coming in and thanks for helping.

3                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  There's

4 one more voter challenge filed by Robin Burress.

5                  MR. SIMMONS:  Once again, Robin

6 Burress is challenging the voter registration

7 status of Cammarn.  I hope I'm pronouncing that

8 name correctly.  Robin -- Ms. Burress has been

9 registered to vote in Franklin County since August

10 of '2017 and she has voted every election for which

11 she has been eligible since that date.  Ms. Burress

12 updated her registration -- I'm sorry.  She

13 originally registered to vote in 2017 and she had

14 voted in every election since that time she's been

15 eligible to vote.  She changed her registration to

16 1860 -- she updated her address, I should say, to

17 1860 Rock Creek Drive in Grove City with the online

18 registration in 2018.  Ms. Burress affirmed or

19 challenged that Ms. Cammarn does not live at 1860

20 Rock Creek Drive and in the inactivity of Ms.

21 Cammarn's records and, of course, the statement

22 from Ms. Burress.  Ms Cammarn's original register

23 to vote at 1860 Rock Creek Drive on a provisional

24 ballot affirmation statement from the November '14

25 general election.  She voted one other time from
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1 that address at the polls in November of 2015.  Ms.

2 Cammarn is currently in inactive status and has not

3 had any voter activity since that November 2015

4 vote.  As part of the July 2016 NCOA process, the

5 Board mailed a confirmation notice to Ms. Cammarn

6 to that address provided by the USPS as her current

7 address, which was 91 Bourne Street, Jamaica Plain,

8 Massachusetts.  The confirmation notice was not

9 returned to the Board, and Ms. Cammarn is scheduled

10 to be removed as part of our list maintenance

11 process.  Voter services recommend that the Board

12 approve the challenge of Ms. Jennifer Cammarn as

13 present by Ms. Burress.  To the best of our

14 knowledge Ms. Cammarn moved to Massachusetts in

15 2016 and should no longer be registered in Franklin

16 County at this address.

17                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Is Ms. Burress

18 here?

19                  MS. BURRESS:  Yes.

20                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Would you like

21 to address the Board?

22                  MS. BURESS:  Would you like me

23 to --

24                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes, please for

25 a moment and I think our counsel will swear you in.
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1                  (WHEREUPON Ms. Burress was sworn.)

2                  MS. BURRESS:  So I've lived at

3 1860 Rock Creek since 2018.  I've been a registered

4 voter since I moved up here to Columbus in 2017,

5 and last year was the first year that I received

6 mail for this person in this name and it was for

7 the Board of Elections, so I proceeded to report it

8 as somebody who does not live there.

9                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, we

10 appreciate your help keeping the list up-to-date.

11 Thoughts or questions from the Board?

12                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  No.

13                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Very good.

14 Appreciate that.  I think we have sufficient

15 evidence before us.

16                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Mr. Chairman,

17 Michael Sexton, I move that the Board approve the

18 challenge of the right to vote filed by Robin

19 Burress of 1860 Rock Creek Drive, Grove City, Ohio

20 against Jennifer Marie Cammarn of 1860 Rock Creek

21 Drive, Grove City, Ohio and that Jennifer Marie

22 Cammarn's registration be removed from the Franklin

23 County voter file.

24                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

25 second the motion.
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1                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

2 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

3 the motion, signify by saying aye.

4                  (Vote taken.)

5                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

6 opposed, same sign.

7                  (No response.)

8                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

9 carries.

10                  MS. BURRESS:  Thank you for your

11 services.

12                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Thank you for

13 helping us today.

14                  MS. BURRESS:  You're welcome.

15                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So the

16 next item on the agenda is the employee recognition

17 program expenditure.  The Board is requesting an

18 expenditure of not to exceed $5,000.  Over the last

19 three years we've had a very active employee

20 recognition program where we recognize an employee

21 of the month.  Occasionally there will be a

22 breakfast cart that goes around to provide juice

23 and some fruit for the employees, and then every

24 year we have an annual banquet, which is actually

25 coming up Thursday of this week, I believe, where
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1 we give out awards to employees that have exceeded

2 expectations and have gone beyond what we would

3 ordinarily expect of an employee, and this year we

4 are going to recognize a group from outside of the

5 Board of Elections to receive an award.  We have a

6 group, and maybe you want to speak to this, Antone?

7                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  We're going to

8 recognize Franklin County Homeland Security for

9 their work for assisting the Board over the last

10 several years, especially through the pandemic,

11 just with assistance with safety volunteers and

12 helping our early vote center and just providing

13 additional support to the voters of Franklin

14 County.  So we're going to recognize that county --

15 agency for outstanding recognition and just for all

16 their support for the election process here in

17 Franklin County.

18                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Nice.  Somebody

19 is clapping.  Copper is clapping.  Thank you

20 Copper.  You're muted, but that's just as well.

21 Wonderful.  Lovely idea.  Thank you.  Nice.  Okay.

22 Good.

23                  MS. MARINELLO:  I move that the

24 Board approve an expenditure not to exceed $5,000

25 for the continuation and implementation of an
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1 employee recognition program for calendar year

2 2023, Kim Marinello.

3                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

4 second.

5                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

6 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

7 the motion, signify by saying aye.

8                  (Vote taken.)

9                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

10 opposed, same sign.

11                  (No response.)

12                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

13 carries.  The next item on the agenda is a

14 BlueCrest equipment and maintenance agreement.  I

15 will call on Matt Kelly from our absentee ballot

16 department.

17                  MR. KELLY:  Thank you.  Matt Kelly

18 is the name.  Mr. Chairman, I'm here today to

19 request approval for our annual maintenance

20 agreement we have with our vender BlueCrest.  We

21 call BlueCrest, the company that helps us with our

22 Relia-Vote system.  We have two machines that we

23 have back in the Relia-Vote room.  One is a

24 physical mail inserting machine and another piece

25 of equipment is a sorter machine that helps with
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1 mail as it comes in.  If you recall the last

2 two years, we've been aligning our annual

3 maintenance agreement with the county's fiscal

4 year.  It took us two attempts to get everything

5 aligned, but this Schedule B represents the new

6 alignment we have with the county's fiscal year,

7 and this will be our annual agreement going forward

8 the month of January or February depending on if we

9 have a meeting in January or February.  So if you

10 will look at Schedule B, I can break down the cost

11 and what this annual contract covers.  It covers an

12 annual parts coverage of $14,327.  That includes

13 preventative maintenance parts.  A lot of the

14 O-rings, a lot of the bands and belts that we have

15 to have replaced annually, especially after bigger

16 elections like we just went through the elections

17 in 2022.  So all of those parts are serviced at

18 least once or twice a year or replaced, especially

19 the ones that are really getting thin and worn out.

20 So 14,372 covers our annual maintenance for those

21 parts.  If you look further at the breakdown, the

22 Relia-Vote operating system software is included in

23 this $96,858 request, and it also includes a

24 breakdown of our tech support, which covers two or

25 three elections in a given year.  Now that we know
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1 we're only doing two, we are also scheduling test

2 elections to make sure our equipment is operating

3 correctly.  And we know we also have to have a

4 software upgrade at some point, so we've budgeted

5 for a test election to test that new software as

6 well.  So that's the breakdown of the annual

7 maintenance agreement.  The total of $96,858 and I

8 can answer any questions you may have.

9                  MEMBER SEXTON:  So that 58,844

10 election labor coverage, how many elections would

11 that cover?  Is that through this year or --

12                  MR. KELLY:  It is based on -- we

13 used to buy or pre-purchase technician hours and it

14 was always a guesstimate of how many hours we would

15 need an election year.  In the past few years we've

16 transferred from pre-purchasing hours to just a set

17 numbers based on the ballot Franklin County usually

18 does in a given year.  We fall in a range, in any

19 given year, like a million and half ballots and

20 that would cover around 175 hours of technician

21 service for these machines, but building in this

22 year the extra test election that we -- one or two

23 test elections, that figure should cover two

24 election primary and general, time spent here for

25 preventative maintenance and replacement of
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1 equipment, if the technician will need to be here,

2 and it will cover the technician's hours that he

3 puts in for doing the test elections as well.

4                  MEMBER SEXTON:  So with not a full

5 county wide primary, just having a primary and

6 basically republicans in Hilliard and all of

7 Gahanna, how does that --

8                  MR. KELLY:  It's definitely going

9 to be a lighter load, but with machinery, it could

10 break down at any given time.  We've had elections

11 where it's even been light elections, but the

12 machines for whatever reason isn't operating

13 correctly, and we have to bring the technician in

14 for more hours than we anticipated.  So it averages

15 out -- and this is based on a yearly average, how

16 many ballots we may do.  There's kind of a range.

17 If we ever got up to two million or three million

18 in every year, this price would probably go up a

19 little bit.  But we're safe with that range and

20 that way we can build in any testing we need to do,

21 and use the hours of the technician that way.

22                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  So, Matt -- this

23 is Director White.  So, Matt, it's safe to say that

24 for 2024 presidential year, we anticipate these

25 costs going up because we're going to be sending
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1 out more ballots at a presidential year, correct?

2                  MR. KELLY:  We will have to -- we

3 will have to really look at what the range would

4 be.  Good to know that most August elections will

5 no longer be a factor.  It will be easier to

6 budget, but again, there's ranging that we have per

7 ballot that the machine will do, and the technician

8 hours that we need for preventive maintenance to

9 work on site as we're in an election.

10                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Thank you.

11                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Good.  Thank

12 you.

13                  MEMBER JAFFE:  This is Josh Jaffe.

14 I'll move that the Board approve the annual

15 equipment maintenance agreement with BlueCrest in

16 the amount of $96,858.  This agreement will run

17 from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023.

18                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Michael, do you

19 want to second that?

20                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Second.

21                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

22 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

23 the motion, signify by saying aye.

24                  (Vote taken.)

25                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All
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1 opposed, same sign.

2                  (No response.)

3                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

4 carries.  The next item on the agenda is an updated

5 travel policy, and I'll call on Thu Nguyen, our

6 fiscal manager.

7                  MS. NGUYEN:  Good afternoon.  Thu

8 Nguyen, fiscal manager of the Board of Elections.

9 Good afternoon, Chairman and Board members.

10 Presented to you is the updated travel -- updated

11 Board of Election travel policy for your approval.

12 The last time the Board of Elections travel policy

13 was updated was in 2014.  All changes listed are

14 parallel with the travel policy of the county

15 commissioner and the guidelines from the county

16 auditor.  The county prosecutor has also reviewed

17 it and approved it as the formed updated travel

18 policy.  We highlighted changes to the updated

19 travel policy is as follows, so referencing IRS

20 current mileage rate, which is $0.58, which could

21 potentially increase.  Rather than setting a fixed

22 rate that would be outdated over time, specifying

23 an authorized travel status, beginning and end.

24 Specifying traveling dates based on when time of

25 event begins and ends.  Change from specific meal
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1 cost breakdown per day to allowing a per diem

2 amount per day for each full day of travel and per

3 diem amount for the first and last day of the

4 travel.  Receipts are no longer required for meals

5 reimbursement.  Employees will be reimbursed per

6 diem amount per day that they are eligible for.

7 Elaborating on transportation requirements, the use

8 of the P card to prepay for expenses prior to

9 travel, rather than reimbursing employees, and

10 including requirement of the BOE accident report

11 for accidents and injuries.  Pending any questions,

12 we ask for your approval of this updated travel

13 policy.

14                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Thank you.

15                  MEMBER JAFFE:  I have a question.

16 So in the list of sensible changes that you just

17 rattled off for us, are all of those bringing the

18 Board's policy in line with the county's travel

19 policy?

20                  MS. NGUYEN:  Yes.

21                  MS. MARINELLO:  Did you say

22 there's some kind of card for -- instead of the, an

23 individual employee having to --

24                  MS. NGUYEN:  It's a procurement

25 card that the purchasing department implemented a
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1 few years ago, and we also have one for travel.

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.

3 Thoughts?  Questions?  Well done, Thu Nguyen.

4                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Thank you.  Kim

5 Marinello.  I move that the Board approve the

6 updated travel policy that better reflects and

7 aligns with the county travel policy.

8                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

9 second.

10                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

11 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

12 the motion, signify by saying aye.

13                  (Vote taken.)

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

15 opposed, same sign.

16                  (No response.)

17                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

18 carries.  The next item on the agenda is -- I will

19 call on Travis with the voter services department

20 to talk about the national change of address

21 mailing that we are going to do.

22                  MR. SIMMONS:  Good afternoon

23 again.  I'm Travis Simmons.  I'm the manager of the

24 voter services department.  We contracted, my

25 department contracted with PrintPro, Inc. to
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1 purchase paper and also imaging, printing, folding,

2 and stuffing and mailing for the 2022 NCOA, which

3 is a national change of address process, per

4 directive 2000 22 46.  The mailing was for 119,157

5 pieces of mail and the cost was $14,125.  So I ask

6 that the Board approve that expenditure for the

7 mailing of the 2022 NCOA.

8                  MEMBER SEXTON:  This is part of

9 our regular program as required by all boards.

10                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Any questions?

11                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Michael Sexton, I

12 move the Board approve the expenditure of $14,125

13 to PrintPro, Inc. for the printing, folding, and

14 stuffing of the 119,157 piece NCOA and supplemental

15 mailing.

16                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

17 second the motion.

18                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

19 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

20 the motion, signify by saying aye.

21                  (Vote taken.)

22                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

23 opposed, same sign.

24                  (No response.)

25                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion
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1 carries.  The next item on the agenda is the

2 full-time employee pay raise.  The county

3 commissioners at the end of last year approved

4 across the county agencies and including the Board

5 of Election a three percent pay raise, which looks

6 at the agencies' entire payroll.  We would like to

7 ask the Board to approve that.  This year, unlike

8 sometimes in the past, we would like to give

9 everybody at least a 1.5 percent raise, and the

10 remaining 1.5 percent, we'd like to spread and base

11 it on merit pay.  That would be our approach.  I

12 think you will find that in Exhibit F.  We'd also

13 like to ask that this be made retroactive to the

14 pay period beginning December 19, 2022 when the

15 county commissioners made this available to the

16 county agencies.

17                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  How many

18 employee do you have now?  45?

19                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Our count is 52.

20 But I believe we have three vacancies currently.

21                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Three

22 vacancies on the republican side.  One on the

23 democrat side.

24                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Fine.

25 We discussed it.  Looked at it.  I like it.  What
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1 do you think?

2                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Mr. Chairman,

3 Michael Sexton, I move the Board accept the

4 supplemental appropriation from the Franklin County

5 Commissioners for a pay raise increase, Exhibit F,

6 for all full-time non bargaining employees of the

7 Board of Elections, and that this pay increase be

8 made retroactive to the pay period beginning

9 December 19, 2022.

10                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doug Preisse,

11 second the motion.  Thank you.

12                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

13 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

14 the motion, signify by saying aye.

15                  (Vote taken.)

16                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

17 opposed, same sign.

18                  (No response.)

19                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

20 carries.  The next item on the agenda is the

21 seasonal employee pay scale, and I will turn that

22 over to Director White to discuss that.

23                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Thank you, David.

24 This is Director White.  Before you is Exhibit G,

25 which is our seasonal salary -- our seasonal pay
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1 scale for your -- an update to that scale for your

2 approval.  The last time the Board took an action

3 to increase seasonal wages here in the office was

4 in December of 2019, which was effective January 6,

5 2020.  So we are presenting to you today an update

6 in pay in that scale.  There are two notable

7 changes in the scale presented to you today.  One,

8 the new scale calls for pay grades, and so -- in

9 our previous scale we had one flat rate that we

10 paid our seasonal employees, but now we'd like to

11 take into consideration duties and what our

12 seasonal employees are performing, the duties that

13 they are performing here at the Board.  So this new

14 scale has three pay grades.  It allows us and our

15 human resources department to place seasonal

16 employees into the proper pay grade based upon the

17 duties that they perform.  In the second update to

18 this seasonal scale would be to change the increase

19 and when they earn an additional amount of money on

20 their hourly rate.  The previous -- or the current

21 scale actually calls for increase after every four

22 elections worked.  The new scale calls for an

23 increase after every three elections, and that's

24 reflected in the chart here, and the thought

25 process behind that is to increase employees' wages
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1 a little bit more regularly, as opposed to four

2 elections, which would be more in line with a two

3 scale.  Three elections would be more in line with

4 a year or year-and-a-half scale, and so this would

5 allow us to more regularly update seasonal wages

6 here in the office.  So those are the major changes

7 to scale.  We would like to make this retroactive

8 to January 2, 2023 pay.  Barring any questions, I

9 ask for you approval.

10                  MEMBER JAFFE:  So we're increasing

11 them more frequently but by smaller amounts?

12                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Correct.  The

13 current scale, I believe there's a $0.54 increase

14 after every four elections.  The new scale, we've

15 set at a flat two percent increase.  So the

16 two percent is a smaller amount, but it's more

17 frequent and more consistent.

18                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  You have this

19 projected up to 51 elections.  Do we actually have

20 anybody that -- have many years is that, 51

21 elections?

22                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  It's a long time.

23 I don't believe we have anyone in the office

24 currently at that, at 51 elections, but we do have

25 some seasonal employees that have been here around
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1 40, 40 plus --

2                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Wow, that's

3 super.

4                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  -- elections.

5 Our seasonal workforce really they are the backbone

6 of what we do here.  In addition to our full-time

7 staff.  We could not execute an election without

8 our seasonal workforce.  We do appreciate what they

9 do for us, and so we wanted to provide a scale that

10 was commensurate with what they do and the value

11 they provide to our office and to the voters of

12 Franklin County.

13                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Thank you.

14 Sounds good.  What do you think?

15                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Looks like we're

16 increasing sort of the base pay by about $3 an hour

17 and that's about the same at the top of the scale

18 as well for -- can you describe to me the tiers in

19 some more detail?

20                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  So there's three

21 pay grade tiers listed here.  Tier one or pay grade

22 one is an entry level tier.  Tier two would be sort

23 of a mid level tier where you have increased duties

24 and responsibilities.  And then tier three, again

25 is a tier where you have additional increased
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1 responsibilities or you have more of a lead role

2 here in the office.  So we do have a number of

3 seasonals here that take on lead responsibilities

4 here.  They act as lead clerks, whether it's in our

5 warehouse.  We have individuals who are responsible

6 for our trucking and overseeing our delivery of

7 equipment or early vote center.  We have leads who

8 help manage our early vote center.  So this scale

9 breaks up those duties into sort of tiers and

10 allows us to pay according to duties as opposed to

11 one flat rate.  The differences in between the

12 tiers is four percent.  So you will see tier one

13 starts at $15.80 per hour.  There's a four percent

14 increase between tier one and two and then a

15 four percent increase between tier two and tier

16 three.

17                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Thank you.  So

18 we're paying a premium for experience and the

19 experienced people would typically be the ones in

20 those sort of leader type roles, but we're always

21 going to separately pay a premium for taking on

22 those responsibilities in the first place?

23                  DIRECTOR WHITE:  Correct.

24                  MEMBER JAFF:  Okay.  I understand.

25 Thank you.
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1                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Good.

2                  MEMBER JAFFE:  Well, no other

3 questions.  I will move that the Board accept the

4 pay increase in Exhibit G for all seasonal

5 employees of the Board of Elections and that this

6 pay increase be made retroactive to the pay period

7 beginning January 2, 2023.  Again, I'm Josh Jaffe.

8                  MEMBER SEXTON:  Michael Sexton,

9 I'll second.

10                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

11 properly moved and seconded.  All those in favor of

12 the motion, signify by saying aye.

13                  (Vote taken.)

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All

15 opposed, same sign.

16                  (No response.)

17                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

18 carries.  Thank you.  I don't believe there's

19 anything else scheduled on the agenda.  I would

20 like to mention that we would like to schedule our

21 next meeting for Monday March 6th at 3:00 p.m.

22 That's the last date that the 88 county boards of

23 elections must reorganize.

24                  MS. HOFER:  If I we could, I do

25 think we do need to formally move, if what you
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1 decide is to table those to, post-pone them to next

2 month.

3                  MEMBER SEXTON:  The voter

4 challenge?

5                  MS. HOFER:  Yes.

6                  MEMBER JAFFE:  I'll move to table

7 the two voter challenges about Carlos Wilson.

8                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

9                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been

10 properly moved and seconded to table those two

11 candidate voter challenges.  All those in favor of

12 the motion --

13                  (Vote taken.)

14                  DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion

15 carries.

16                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Vote to

17 adjourn.

18                  MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

19                  CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  We're

20 adjourned.

21                    - - -

22        Thereupon, the proceedings were recessed at

23 approximately 3:52 p.m.

24                    - - -

25



FRanklin County Board of Elections Regular Meeting February 13, 2023

Higgins & Associates www.HigginsCourtReporting.com 614.985.DEPO(3376)

47

1                C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3      I, Deborah Werling, a Court Reporter and

4 Notary Public do hereby certify that the foregoing

5 is a full, true and correct transcript of my notes

6 taken in the above-styled case and thereafter

7 transcribed by me.

8
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10
        _______________________________

11      DEBORAH WERLING
     Notary Public, State of Ohio

12      My Commission Expires 7-5-27
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