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BEFORE THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

- - -

In Re:  :  
 :  

Special Meeting.  :  

- - -

DECEMBER 23, 2019

SPECIAL MEETING OF

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

before Chairman Douglas J. Preisse, Director Edward 
Leonard, Deputy Director David Payne, and Board 
Members Bradley K. Sinnott, Kimberly E. Marinello, 
and Michael Sexton, at the Franklin County Board of 
Elections, 1700 Morse Road, Columbus, Ohio, on 
Monday, December 23, 2019, beginning at 
approximately 3:12 p.m., and concluding at 
approximately 4:19 p.m.  

- - -
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APPEARANCES:

FRANKLIN COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE
By Timothy A. Lecklider, Esq.
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
373 South High Street, 13th Floor
Columbus, Ohio  43215
(614) 525-3520,

On behalf of the Board.

Also present:  
 
Antone White, Executive Assistant to the
  Board, Director, and Deputy Director
Carla Patton
Jeffrey Mackey

- - -
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Board-Granted Holiday Personal Leave    16
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Background Checks Update        25

Adjournment    37
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I N D E X (cont'd)

- - - 

BOARD EXHIBITS     IDENTIFIED

Exhibit A -     6/10/21/28/
Candidates Recommended for Board        33/34
Certification to the March 17, 2020
Primary Election Ballot, 42 pages
 
Exhibit B -     33/35
Candidates Not Recommended for Board
Certification to the March 17, 2020
Primary Election Ballot, 4 pages

Exhibit C -       14/15
Questions and Issues Recommended for
Board Certification to the March 17,
2020 Primary Election Ballot, 6 pages

- - - 
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Monday Afternoon Session
December 23, 2019
 3:12 p.m.

- - -

   DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We're all 

here.  I will take roll.  

Kim Marinello.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Mike Sexton.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Here.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug 

Preisse.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad 

Sinnott.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We have a 

quorum.  

The first item on the agenda is the 

certification of candidates to the March 17th, 

2020, primary election ballot.  And I'll turn that 

over to Jeffrey Mackey for a report.  

MR. MACKEY:  All right.  We received 

465 candidate filings this election, which I think 

is high even for an all central committee year.  

446 are on the recommended list, 19 not certified.  
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You have before you Exhibit A, a list of candidates 

recommended for certification to the March 17th, 

2020 primary ballot.  

MR. SINNOTT:  Jeff, you said 465 

people tried to file and all but 19 are recommended 

for certification to the ballot?

MR. MACKEY:  Correct 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Got it.  

MR. MACKEY:  Which is around 

3-1/2 percent.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Thank you.  

MR. MACKEY:  The staff examined all 

the petitions and found the candidates listed on 

Exhibit A to have timely filed and provided valid 

and sufficient petitions.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Any 

questions concerning Exhibit A?

MEMBER SEXTON:  I have a couple of 

questions I'd like to bring up, first, 

Mr. Chariman, if that's okay.  

I'd like to look specifically at 

four of the candidates, Travis Buskirk, Columbus 

85, -- 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  These are 

candidates for central committee?  
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MEMBER SEXTON:  Central committee.  

-- Monique McCoy 13, Ibrahima Sow 

46, and Erick Bellomy 49, in the sense that it's my 

understanding that the petition was not completely 

filled out at the bottom.  I'm referring to this 

part here.  The candidate's name, party, and 

language are missing from the petition. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  The reference is 

to the bottom of the central committee candidate 

petition there's a segment that the candidate must 

fill out at the bottom of the first page. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  These are blank. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  It's blank just 

to give you a sample of the reference he's 

references. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Letting the voter 

know what they're signing, basically.  

MR. MACKEY:  I don't think 

Miss McCoy's falls into this.  They're supposed to 

be on legal size paper, but it didn't come out.  So 

the petition for candidate section is cut off at 

the bottom.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Sort of feel like 

Doug and I walked into the middle of a 

conversation, that you folks know something about 
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these four that we don't at this point.  

So there are four candidates for 

county Democratic Central Committee that the staff 

is recommending for certification, but there's an 

issue about the way the bottom of their petitions 

appear?  

MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  You apparently 

heard about this, too?  

MR. MACKEY:  Recently, yes. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  And does 

anybody have a copy of the four in question?  

MR. MACKEY:  I don't have copies.  I 

have the originals here.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, shall we see 

the originals?  

MR. MACKEY:  I don't think 

Miss McCoy falls in that category.  The other three 

do.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  So Miss McCoy is 

here.  So she apparently is different.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And it's the 

bottom of the first page that is the issue or the 

bottom of each of those first pages.  If you look 

at that form that you were just given, it shows -- 
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this is what it should look like versus what it 

actually looks like.  The bottom section is 

completely cut off.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, there's 

also information missing, at least in this case, 

Ibrahima Sow's petition, below the signature, 

although it appears it's supposedly filled in here 

with address, state, and Zip Code.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So it's an 

incomplete petition.  Right?  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  I guess that's the 

question, yes.  

What's the issue with McCoy?

MEMBER SEXTON:  I would withdraw 

that.  I thought it was the same thing, but it 

appears to be no issue with that one.  Apparently 

not.  She did hers on legal.  So I withdraw my 

concerns about Monique McCoy, Columbus Ward 13.  

But on these other three, with 

reading from the Secretary of State Section 102, 

General Rules for Verifying Candidate and Issue 

Petitions, it says, When there is an error or 

omission on the petition form, the Secretary of 

State, in the case of a statewide candidate, or the 
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board of elections, in the case of all other 

candidates, must determine whether the prospective 

candidate substantially compiled with the form.  

And I think in these three cases these three 

individual candidates have not.  

MR. MACKEY:  And the advice from the 

Secretary of State's handbook in the nominating 

petition portion is that the question of whether 

the board may certify a prospective candidate's 

petition when the nominating petition portion of 

the form is incomplete is a substantial compliance 

decision for the board of elections to make in 

consultation with its legal counsel and the county 

prosecuting attorney.  

In the past when we have experienced 

incomplete nominating petition sections we have 

gone ahead and certified, which is why I included 

them here.  And also, I think there's more like 

that over there on the Exhibit A right now.  If we 

are going to exclude those, I would need time to 

try and figure out which ones those are. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  It looks like a 

critical part of the petition because the voter 

won't know what he's signing for.  According to the 

language that was cut off, the voter wouldn't know 
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that he's certifying that he is a qualified 

elector, political party, would be a good 

candidate, and all of that.  It's critical.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well -- 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Tim, what -- does 

the prosecutor's office have any advice for us?  

MR. LECKLIDER:  First I've heard of 

it.  I haven't been consulted prior to this or seen 

the documents.  If you'd like to recess, I'd be 

happy to do all that.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  We probably do want 

to treat similarly situated people the same. 

And Jeff, you're saying you think 

that in the approved list there may be a number of 

other people other than the three that Chairman 

Sexton just mentioned?  

MR. MACKEY:  I'm pretty certain 

there are more.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  And that's true 

because you think that we have regularly accepted 

petitions in the past that didn't have the petition 

for candidate section completed?  

MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Do you have a sense 

of how many others are in the same situation?  
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CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I think we have 

to if we've been told by a staff member that -- 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  It says it's 

printed on legal size paper so that nothing is cut 

off.  Of course -- 

MR. MACKEY:  There are instructions 

if they use our website that say that.  The 

petition doesn't say this anywhere I don't think.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Indeed, this 

supposedly complete blank form is on standard size 

letter paper. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Right.  I printed 

that for your sake.  I went to the Secretary of 

State's website and printed it and -- 

MR. MACKEY:  If you make the correct 

set of adjustments on a PDF printer you can get it 

on a letter-size form.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Right.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, we want the 

opinion of our counsel who is asking for time to 

look at this.  So I don't know that we need to 

recess if we just pause and skip this one and go on 

to the next item, unless it's a matter where we 

need your complete attention.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, I don't think 
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we can do list A and B until we have this question 

resolved because people will presumably be moving 

from the approved list to the non-approved list if 

we decide the question that way.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Let's move on to 

other matters.  I think we can pass on this for the 

moment.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Correct.  

Let's go with the -- 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Tim, we're going 

to move on with other business while you have an 

opportunity to get your arms around this. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next 

item on the agenda is board granted holiday 

personal leave.  So in the past the Board has given 

four days to -- 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Could we do 

certification of issues and local options perhaps?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We can.  I 

would just want to make sure -- 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Is Jeff necessary 

for that discussion?

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I don't 

believe so, but I want to make sure.

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Carla would be 
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here for the local options. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I just want 

to make sure that there aren't any petitions that 

have a similar issue with certification on issues 

and local options.  I wouldn't think so, but -- 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  We can certainly 

hold off on A and B, but C pertains to local 

options. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Okay.  I 

would have thought -- 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Carla can speak 

to it. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Okay.  

Carla.  

MS. PATTON:  In front of you you 

have Exhibit C which is questions and issues 

recommended for Board approval.  Contained on that 

list are all the local option petitions that were 

filed.  These petitions were timely filed with the 

Board of Elections by the deadline and were 

reviewed by staff and found to be sufficient in the 

number of signatures required as well as the 

information contained on the face of the petition.  

Same with all the local questions, they were timely 

filed and we recommend that the issues set forth in 
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Exhibit C be certified to the March 17th, 2020, 

primary ballot.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And so the local 

questions were reviewed by counsel, as well?  

MS. PATTON:  Everything was reviewed 

by the local counsel and everything met the minimum 

legal requirements in order to appear on the 

ballot.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the 

Board certify to the March 17, 2020, Primary 

Election Ballot the issues and local options listed 

on Exhibit C and that these issues and local 

options were timely filed and found to be valid and 

sufficient. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The motion 

carries.  

We'll go to the next item on the 

agenda, the Board-granted personal holiday leave.  
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Typically, in the past, at least since I've been 

here, and I know it happened many years before, the 

Board would grant in some cases four holiday days 

to take between the Christmas holiday and the new 

year.  This year because we just finished up with 

the November general election and we have a 

March 17th primary, we thought that if the Board 

was so inclined two days would probably be more 

appropriate just because we do have work to get 

done. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Operationally 

it's just difficult for us to accommodate four 

vacation days or four administrative days for every 

staff member, but two within the time window that's 

set forth would be operationally something we could 

manage and would recommend.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yeah. 

MEMBER SEXTON:  I move that the 

Franklin County Board of Elections authorize each 

full-time employee 16 hours, two days, of personal 

leave to be used by the employees at any time 

between Thursday, December 26, 2019, and Friday,

January 3, 2020. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 
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favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The motion 

carries.  

The next item on the agenda is 

holiday hours for operation of the office.  On 

Martin Luther King Day that's a Monday, a federal 

holiday and a state holiday; but again, we will 

have work to do.  So the suggestion would be for 

the offices to be open to the staff to be able to 

do their work on Martin Luther King Day, but not 

open to the public because none of the other boards 

around the state will be open on Martin Luther King 

Day, and then replace that holiday with the Friday 

before Memorial Day, which is May 22nd.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the 

Board offices remain open for staff only, not to 

the general public, on Martin Luther King Day, 

Monday, January 20th, and will instead close on 

Friday, May 22nd. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a 

second?  
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MEMBER SINNOTT:  There is. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The motion 

carries.  

The next item is similar.  

Presidents' Day occurs on Monday, February 17th.  

Again, we will be working on the March 17th 

primary.  The suggestion would be to take off 

Friday, April 10th, which happens to be the Friday 

before Easter.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  In this case 

because the public holiday actually occurs right 

before the filing deadline -- or the registration 

deadline, staff would need to be here to continue 

to prepare for the March primary.  So that would be 

the need for us to be working on Presidents' Day 

and not be open to the public.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that the 

Board offices remain open for staff only, not to 

the general public, on Presidents' Day, Monday, 
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February 17th, and instead the Board offices will 

be closed on Friday, April 10th.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a 

second?  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

The next item is a license agreement 

amendment for a property that's over on Piedmont 

Avenue that we use as storage and we also use as 

training.  And I'll let the Director speak to that. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  In the past we've 

used the Piedmont facility that's owned by the City 

of Columbus, we've used it as training.  In order 

for us to not have training being conducted at the 

Board of Elections location, we've used the 

Piedmont facility owned by the City of Columbus.  

It's worked out very well for us.  I think, again, 

it's a fair amount of space and it allows us to 
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have that dedicated space, dedicated parking.  

We've conducted our Practice Makes Perfect sessions 

from the Piedmont facility and now we're also 

extending this.  This lease will allow us to extend 

through 2020 and allow us to also store some 

equipment at the Piedmont facility in addition to 

conducting the poll worker training at the Piedmont 

facility.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And some of 

that training happens during early vote.  So we 

don't want training folks here to take up spots for 

people that might need those spots to early vote.  

That's the rationale.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And see if 

there's anything else relating to that.  It's 

pretty straight forward.  It's been a good 

arrangement with the City of Columbus and it gives 

us all the access that we need.  And so we 

recommend that we extend that by way of this 

license extension, license amendment.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  I authorize the 

Director and Deputy Director to enter into a 

license agreement for the building located at 

750 Piedmont Avenue for the purposes of training 

poll workers and the storage of voting equipment 
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and that this lease agreement be in the amount of 

$13,500.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.

The next item on the agenda -- there 

are actually a couple, I believe, that -- 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  We have some 

people here who want to speak with regard -- If you 

want to take up the question of whether or not you 

want to hear from some of the candidates that filed 

too late, filed their petitions late.  I know we've 

got counsel looking at Exhibit A as relates to 

certifying candidates to the ballot, but there are 

two individuals I understand that want to speak 

because they were -- they came and appeared after 

the 4 o'clock filing deadline to file their 

petitions and wish to speak.  I mean, that question 

I imagine you could at least entertain if the Board 
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wishes to entertain that before we go into 

executive session on anything else.  Just put that 

out there since they're here.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I don't know what 

we can learn if we can't turn back the hands of 

time.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  To the point, if we 

decide not to place someone on the ballot there is 

an appeals process for that.  Correct?  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Uh-huh. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  That seems to be 

the correct form -- 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  There is an 

appeals process. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  -- to raise 

concerns about a Board decision. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  My understanding 

is it's not a formal protest requirement, but that 

actually there is an appeals process. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  So yes, there is 

an appeals process after the decision has been 

made.  I just would put that forward because I know 

the individuals are here if the Board wishes to 

hear from them. 
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CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  If there's an 

appeals process, let's follow it -- 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Okay.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  -- if everybody 

is comfortable with that.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yeah. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a 

desire of the Board to go into executive session at 

all to talk about personnel matters?  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I believe there 

is. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yeah. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and (3), I move 

that the Franklin County Board of Elections go into 

executive session to consider the appointment, 

employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, 

demotion, and/or compensation of a public employee. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.

MR. LECKLIDER:  Excuse me.  You do 

roll call for that. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  That's 

right.  I'm sorry.  Take roll call.  
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Kim Marinello.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Mike Sexton.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug 

Preisse.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad 

Sinnott.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We are in 

executive session.  Thank you. 

(Board went into executive session 

at approximately 3:36 p.m.) 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  In order to 

return from executive session I would need a motion 

to do so. 

MEMBER SEXTON:  I move that the 

Franklin County Board of Elections adjourn from 

executive session and that no votes or official 

actions were taken during executive session.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a 

second?

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Roll call.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Higgins & Associates 614.985.DEPO (3376)
www.HigginsCourtReporting.com

25

Kim Marinello.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Mike Sexton.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug 

Preisse.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad 

Sinnott.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes. 

   (Board came out of executive session 

at approximately 5:02 p.m.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next 

item on the agenda would be to take up a background 

checks. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I thought we 

wanted to do certification first.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Do the 

certification first and then leave the personnel 

matter for the last action. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  There is something 

showing on the informal agenda about background 

checks update.  Is there anything to that?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We can have 

Antone give the update if that's -- 
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MEMBER SINNOTT:  I don't know what 

was intended here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Why don't 

you give an update, Antone, as to the background 

check.  

MR. WHITE:  Certainly.  

As you know, at the last -- or two 

board meetings ago the Board adopted the criminal 

background check policy which was part of the 

Secretary of State's directive.  I believe it was 

08-2019.  And so the Board adopted the criminal 

background check policy which required full-time 

staff members of the Board to submit to a 

background check.  Subsequent to that adoption of 

the new policy, we had a total of 43 or 44 board 

members who did submit to a background check.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  You mean employees?  

MR. WHITE:  Strike what I said.  

Board employees who submitted to a background 

check.  And since that time we have received a 

total of 37 background checks back to the Board. 

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  The remaining 

background checks are employees who had to have 

their fingerprints rescanned for some reason, but 

all employees who had executed the authorization to 
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conduct background checks have submitted to the 

background chicks and they're underway or fully 

completed and reports are back. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Very well.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Candidate 

certification.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Do you want 

to go to certification of candidates, Jeff?  

MR. MACKEY:  Okay.  I found three 

more if you guys would like to take a look at 

those. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Same issue with 

both?  

MR. MACKEY:  Two are the exact same 

issue.  The third, that section was there but was 

not filled out.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Same issue.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  What are the names 

of the candidates where there is not a petition for 

candidate statement completed?  

MR. MACKEY:  The three additional 

that we found are Jonathan Field, Republican County 

Central Committee, Columbus Ward 3; Nathan 

Slonaker, Republican County Central Committee, Ward 

28; and Kathy Harter, Republican County Central 
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Committee, Dublin Ward 1.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So we would have 

to -- I'm sorry.  The three that we've discussed 

before, are they in Exhibit A?  

MR. MACKEY:  Yes, all six of these 

are in Exhibit A.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  You'd have to 

amend Exhibit A or approve it as amended, but you'd 

have to amend Exhibit A if you chose to disqualify 

the candidates that have been identified. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  And so that I get 

this right, before we hear from Tim, so Jeff, what 

the staff has been doing through the years when it 

has noticed that the petition for candidate has not 

been completed is it's been overlooking that and 

still including the candidate on the certified for 

the ballot list?  

MR. MACKEY:  Yes.  And I believe to 

start that, that was brought to the Board at some 

point. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  But you don't 

remember when?  

MR. MACKEY:  No.

MEMBER SINNOTT:  I've never 

considered this subject to my recollection.  
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Tim, is there anything from the law 

that you would draw to our attention?  

MR. LECKLIDER:  Yes.  But first, if 

I could just see one example of an alleged 

deficient -- My understanding from discussion is 

that these petitions have been printed off in a 

form that cuts off a part of the petition.  And 

particularly -- 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  That's true in five 

instances.  I think in the sixth it was there but 

it was not completed.

MR. LECKLIDER:  Right.  And I've got 

a copy here.  

MR. MACKEY:  This has the whole 

petition.

MR. LECKLIDER:  That's what it 

should look like, and this is an example of one 

that is cut off.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  That petition 

portion of it is cut off at the bottom.

MR. LECKLIDER:  Okay.  

DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Same here, it's 

cut off.  So the argument being this is the portion 

that the voter -- that the voter is told that -- 

MR. LECKLIDER:  I'm sorry.  So why 
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wouldn't -- in this instance, are these typically a 

double-sided document or are they -- 

MR. MACKEY:  They are designed to be 

on legal paper, front to back.  

MR. LECKLIDER:  So this -- and this 

has -- in each instance the circular statement is 

missing?  

MR. MACKEY:  Yes.  

MR. LECKLIDER:  Okay.  Well, based 

upon the direction provided by the Secretary of 

State and the case notes in the relevant Ohio 

Revised Code, Section 3513.07, it appears clear 

that both the Supreme Court and appellate courts in 

Ohio have confirmed what Mr. Mackey has told the 

Board, that only substantial compliance is 

required.  Now, there are other portions in the 

statutes as you know where strict compliance is 

required, but in this particular instance I would 

only point out to you -- and again, this is 

ultimately a matter of Board discussion.  And I 

mean, I don't think there's a distinct definition 

for what constitutes substantial compliance.  It's 

a decision you're going to have to make regarding 

whether the candidate in question substantially 

complied with the form.  I would point out to you, 
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however, that in the document and in the actual 

filed petitions that I've looked at that the 

candidate is required to indicate their name and 

I'm assuming in each instance they did under the 

declaration of candidacy and they also need to 

indicate their political party in question.  And 

again, I'm assuming that in each instance they 

have.  So that's the same information that is asked 

for at the bottom of the form that's being cut off.  

So that -- I guess that's something to be -- take 

into consideration.  

Now, the case notes that are in this 

printed edition of the Ohio Revised Code, I'm not 

seeing any case exactly on point.  The cases that 

are reported in here have to do with omission of a 

month and day of an election, for example; but they 

do explicitly mention the standard of substantial 

compliance.  And in each of these cases the court 

asks the question whether there was a claim of 

fraud or deception on the part of the candidate in 

question.  So I guess I would examine it in that 

context.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, I've not 

reflected on this before today.  And I would accept 

that there ought to be a substantial compliance 
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standard.  But as I look at the petition form, what 

I believe has been omitted from the petition that 

was placed in front of all the electors asked to 

sign was the statement as to what the voter was 

attesting to.  It's quite odd.  The language that 

appears under the titled petition for candidate is 

what the signatory is affirming through his or her 

signature.  So in the absence of that appearing on 

the document that the voter is being asked to sign, 

there's nothing that the voter is certifying 

through his or her signature.  It really becomes, 

then, quite an odd document as it was circulated.  

People were being asked to sign to attest to 

something, but the thing to which they were 

attesting was absent from the document. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Totally agree.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The circulator 

doesn't have to be the candidate, either, which 

could open up a can of worms in the future if 

you've got -- you don't have the attestation of 

the signor.  It could be -- certainly could be 

somebody else. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Right.  Uh-huh.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  There's a big 

chunk of the petition missing. 
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MEMBER SEXTON:  Right.  I think a 

big chunk and an important part of the petition 

missing it appears in these six cases.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  In five of the six 

the statement is just absent.  Correct?  

MR. MACKEY:  Correct. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  And in the sixth 

it's present on the form but is not completed?

MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I think I would 

move to amend Exhibit A.  Do you have this?  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  I do.  I think what 

you're about to do is move from Exhibit A to 

Exhibit B the six candidates in question. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  That's right.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Then I think we 

need the three that we first started discussing.  I 

have the last three written down. 

MEMBER SEXTON:  I have the first 

three as Travis Buskirk, Columbus Ward 85, 

Democratic; Ibrahima Sow, Ward 46, Democratic; Eric 

Bellomy, Ward 49, Democratic.  And then I have the 

other three.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I move to 

transfer out of Exhibit A and into Exhibit B the 
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candidate names Travis Buskirk, Ibrahima Sow, Eric 

Bellomy, Jonathan Field, Nathan Slonaker, and Kathy 

Harter. 

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I had to abstain.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Then we need to 

approve each one as amended.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Correct.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  So I move, 

Mr. Chariman, that the Board certify to the 

March 17, 2020 Primary Election Ballot the 

candidates listed on Exhibit A as amended and that 

these petitions were filed timely and found to be 

valid and sufficient. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  
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(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  Then I move that 

the Board deny certification to the March 17, 2020 

Primary Election Ballot those candidates listed on 

amended Exhibit B and that these petitions were not 

filed timely or found to be invalid and 

insufficient. 

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The motion 

carries.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  There's an 

employment matter that will require Board action.  

And I regret making this motion, but I believe it's 

required by law and the policies of the Board.  We 
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heard just a moment ago that there is one employee 

who has refused to participate in the criminal 

background check that has been required by the Ohio 

Secretary of State.  

And as difficult as I find this, for 

that reason I make the following motion:  I need to 

move for the termination of Alicia Healy's 

employment at the Board for refusal to consent to a 

background check pursuant to the directive from the 

Secretary of State and the Board's policy number 

BOE-20.04, Section (6)(B)(1)(A), which instructs us 

that a refusal to consent to a background check 

will disqualify a candidate from employment -- or 

an employee from employment. 

MEMBER SEXTON:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

MEMBER SINNOTT:  I would only point 

out that Alicia did submit to the Board an 
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excellent statement outlining her position on the 

subject.  

Thank you for that. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there any 

other issues to come before the Board?  If not, I'd 

entertain a motion to adjourn. 

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Move to adjourn. 

MEMBER SEXTON:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in 

favor of the motion signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

- - - 

   Thereupon, the proceedings were 

adjourned at approximately 4:19 p.m.  

- - -
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C E R T I F I C A T E

- - -

THE STATE OF OHIO:
SS:

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN:

I, Carla D. Castle, a Professional 
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of 
Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true, correct, and complete written transcript of 
the proceedings in this matter;

That the foregoing was taken by me 
stenographically and transcribed by me with 
computer-aided transcription; 
          That the foregoing occurred at the 
aforementioned time and place;

That I am not an attorney for or 
relative of any of the parties and have no interest 
whatsoever in the event of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and official seal of office at Columbus, 
Ohio, this 20th day of January, 2020.

/s/Carla D. Castle____________________________
     Notary Public, State of Ohio 

My Commission Expires:  September 29, 2021.

- - - 























































































EXHIBIT B

Candidates Not Recommended for
Board Certification to the

March 17, 2020 Primary Election Ballot





Franklin County Board of Elections December 23, 2019
Exhibit B: Candidates Not Recommended for Board Certification to the March 17, 2020 Primary
Election Ballot

State Representative: All Ridwan (Democratic)
17th House District Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 91 signatures submitted, 38 found valid

County Central Committee: Timothy D. Rush (Republican)
Columbus Ward 58 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 6 signatures submitted, 4 found valid

County Central Committee: Steven Wasyl Sandaluk (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 40 Full Term
Petition was filed late. Received Number of signatures witnessed not indicated.

County Central Committee: Alwiyah Shariff (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 75 Full Term
Declaration of Candidacy does not include and original signature of the candidate

County Central Committee: Connie Spohn (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 53 Full Term
Candidate is not a registered elector.

County Central Committee: Tiffany White (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 06 Full Term

Declaration of Candidacy not signed.

County Central Committee: Zachary R Williams (Libertarian)
Columbus Ward 73 Full Term
Candidate is not a registered elector.



Franklin County Board of Elections December 23, 2019

Exhibit B: Candidates Not Recommended for Board Certification to the March 17, 2020 Primary

Election Ballot

County Central Committee: Mary Alleger (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 84 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures; 2 signatures submitted, 2 were found valid

County Central Committee: Robert E. Ashton (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 39 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures; Filed 3 part-petitions with 10 signatures, 4 were valid. One part
\A,ith ii cirn-tiirec hc n invIid rirrtiktnr cttmnt (rpidc 7 cintrirpc witnpcced

County Central Committee: Lauren V. Barnett (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 47 Full Term
Not Timely Filed - Received at 4:09

County Central Committee: Christopher Bartony (Republican)
Columbus Ward 55 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 5 signatures submitted, 4 found to be valid

County Central Committee: Shad Bosh (Libertarian)
Hilliard Ward 04 Full Term
Not Timely Filed - Received in mail on 12/19

County Central Committee: Blair Cathcart (Republican)
Columbus Ward '55 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 6 submitted, 4 valid

County Central Committee: Chantal Dixon (Democratic)
Columbus Ward 35 Full Term
Not Timely Filed - Received at 4:09

County Central Committee: Joanna E. Heck (Democratic)
Whitehall Ward 02 Full Term

Insufficient Valid Signatures - 5 signatures submitted, 3 found to be valid

County Central Committee: Quinton Heisler (Republican)
Norwich Township Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 6 signatures submitted, 4 found valid

County Central Committee: Greg Lawson (Republican)
Westerville Ward 02 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures;
7 Prt-Petjtinnc cijhmitted -

County Central Committee: John P Miller (Republican)
Columbus Ward 02 Full Term
Insufficient Valid Signatures - 5 submitted, 2 valid

County Central Committee: Michael Northern (Democratic)
Perry Township Full Term
Declaration of Candidacy not signed until after the signatures were collected.



EXHIBIT C

Questions and Issues Recommended for
Board Certification to the

March 17, 2020 Primary Election Ballot





ISSUES AND LOCAL OPTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR CERTIFICATION TO THE
MARCH 17, 2020 PRIMARY ELECTION

Revised 12/23/2019 1:00 P.M.
_______

_________________________________

Subdivision Purpose
________________________________

Rate
______

# Clinton Township - Proposed Fire Levy 7.5 mills, $0.75 per $100 of
Tax Levy (Additional) valuation, continuing period of

______________________________

time, commencing in 2020
______

#
_______________________________

Franklin Township - Proposed Fire Levy 19.5 mills, $1.95 per $100 of
Tax Levy (Additional) valuation, continuing period of

time, commencing in 2020
______

#
_______________________________

Hamilton Township - Proposed
______________________________

Police Levy Renew 3.25 mills
Tax Levy (Renewal and Increase) Additional .5 mill

Total 3.75 mills, $0.375 per
$100 of valuation, 5 years,

_____________________________

commencing in 2020
______

#
_____________________________

Mifflin Township - Proposed Tax: Police Levy- payment of debt 3 mills, $0.30 per $100 of
Levy (Additional) charges on bOnd and notes to be valuation, continuing period of

issued by the township for the time, commencing in 2020
cost of constructing a new police
station facility, making site
improvements and acquiring
furniture and equipment

# Mifflin Townalhip - Proposed Tax Fife Levy payment of debt
__________________________

0.6 mill, $0.06 per $100 of
Levy (Additional) charges on bond and notes to be valuation, for a continuing

issued by the township for the period of time, commencing in

cost ofcapital projects for the 2020
fire department

__________________________

# Washington Township - Firs Levy 8 25 mills, $0 825 per $100 of
Proposed Tax Levy (Renewal) valuation, 5 years, commencing

Delaware, Franklin and Union¯ in'020
Counties.

______________________________

_____________________________

______

# SouthwestPublic Libraties . Current expenses 1 mill, $0.10 per $100 of tax

(South Western City School valuation, 10 years,
District) - Proposed Tax Levy .

. . commencingin 2020
(Renewal) .

Franklin and Pickaway .

..

______

Counties
. . ____________________________

Page 1



ISSUES AND LOCAL OPTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR CERTIFICATION TO THE
MARCH 17, 2020 PRIMARY ELECTION

Revised 12/23/2019 1:00P.M.
_______ __________________________________

Subdivision Purpose
________________________________

Rate
______

# Columbus State Community All or part of the cost of $300,000,000; 0.65 miii, $0.065
College - Proposed Bond Issue purchasing sites in Franklin per $100 of valuation, 24 years,

County; for the erection, commencing in 2020
furnishings, and equipment of
buildings in Franklin County,
including technology; and for the
acquisition or construction of
any property in Franklin County
which the board of trustees of a
state community college is
authorized to acquire or
construct, including renovation
and improvements for workforce
development and safety and
security

_____________________________

______ _______________________________

Columbus 8-D Sunday Sales (Wine, Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option . Renaissance Yeast Works, LTD
Particular Location .685 Parsons Aye, Columbus, OH 43206

______

Columbus 20-C 3373 Weekday Sales (Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous
Local Option., .

,

Liquor)
Particular Location BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C.

3373. N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43202
Filed by: A.brose

______ _____________________________

Columbus 20-C 3373 Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C.
Particular Location 3373 N. High St., Cohmbus, Ohio 43202

Filed by: Ambrose
______

___________________________

Columbus 20-C 3379 Weekday. Sales (Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous
Local Option Liquor)
Particular Location

.

BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C..
3379 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43202
Filed by: Ambrose .

______

_____________________________

Columbus 20-C 3379 Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C.
Particular Location 3379 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43202

______

Filed by: Ambrose
____________________________

Columbus 20-C 3383 Weekday Sales (Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous
Local Option Liquor)
Particular Location BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C.

3383 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43202
______

Filed by: Ambrose
___________________________

Columbus 20-C 3383 Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option BG Permit Holdings, L.L.C.
Particular Location 3383 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43202

______

____________________________

Filed by: Ambrose
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ISSUES AND LOCAL OPTIONS RECOMMENDED FOR CERTIFICATION TO THE
MARCH 17, 2020 PRIMARY ELECTION

Revised 12/23/20 19 1:00 P.M.
_________________________________

Subdivision Purpose Rate
______

Columbus 49-C Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages)
Local Option Aldi, Inc., Ohio, dba Aldi
Particular Location 3600 S. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43207

Filed by: Young
______

____________________________

Columbus 69-I Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option TREVLO, Inc. doing business as Donerick's Pub
Particular Location Southeast corner of Hayden Run Rd and Hayden Run Blvd, (Parcel

#010-2898 140) Columbus, OH 43016
Filed by: Ambrose

______

____________________________

Whitehall 3-C Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages and Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option Habesha Garden Restaurant, L.L.C., dba Habesha Garden
Particular Location Restaurant

4520 Josephus Lane, Whitehall, Ohio 43227
Filed by: Young

______

___________________________

Blendon - B Weekday Sales (Beer, Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous
Local Option Liquor)
Particular Location The Friesian Empire & Equine Center, LLC doing business as, The

Friesian Empire Events Center
4531 B Walnut Street, Blendon Twp, Westerville, OH 43081

Blendon - B Sunday Sales (Wine and Mixed Beverages & Spirituous Liquor)
Local Option The Friesian Empire & Equine Center, LLC doing business as, The
Particular Location Friesian Empire Events Center

4531 E Walnut Street, Blendon Twp, Westerville, OH 43081
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