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1                             Monday Afternoon Session,

2                             August 21, 2017.

3                         - - -

4             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Let's take roll

5 call.

6             Kim Marinello.

7             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here.

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug Preisse.

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here.

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad Sinnott.

11             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We do indeed have

13 a quorum.

14             We received, today, the minutes of the

15 August 8th meeting -- or the August 7th meeting,

16 rather.  Those were e-mailed to you today.  I don't

17 know if you had an opportunity to take a look at the

18 minutes of the August 7th meeting.  They are here if

19 anybody should want to do so.

20             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I was here.  I don't

21 need to read it, I was here.

22             (Laughter.)

23             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Otherwise, if

24 nobody wants to look at it, we would be inclined to

25 take a motion.
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1             MEMBER MARINELLO:  All right.  I move

2 that the Board approve the minutes of the August 7,

3 2017 meeting of the Franklin County Board of

4 Elections as submitted.

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And I will second

6 that.

7             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

8 favor, signify by saying aye.

9             (Thereupon, all members voted

10 affirmatively.)

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

12 sign.

13             (No response.)

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

15             The absentee ballot review.  I'm going to

16 ask Darlene Tompkins if she'll give the Board an

17 overall review of what happened with absentee ballots

18 in the last election.

19             MS. TOMPKINS:  Well, we had 100 percent

20 return.

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Wow.

22             MS. TOMPKINS:  It was 2 in-house and 4

23 mail-outs.  Everything is good.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Fantastic.

25             You're going to need to get your
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1 calculators out for the next one.

2             MS. HEALY:  Yes.

3             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Provisional

4 ballot report.

5             MS. HEALY:  I'm not sure if you're going

6 to be able to handle this one.  We only had one

7 provisional ballot cast and, unfortunately, it was a

8 520, no ID, so rejection.

9             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And the individual did

10 not come to the Board to correct it.

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  They didn't have

12 a Social Security number or any form of ID.

13             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Oh.

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We gave them the

15 flyer on how to come back and I can tell you that was

16 all done because I personally worked the provisional.

17 I was honestly excited when I had one customer the

18 whole day.

19             Provisional ballots for consideration.

20 So we would have -- your recommendation would be that

21 we had one submitted and we would approve zero?

22             MS. HEALY:  Correct.

23             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  If the Board

24 agrees with that, we'd be inclined to take a motion.

25             MR. SINNOTT:  I move that the Board
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1 approve the counting of no provisional ballots and

2 the rejection of one provisional ballot and that all

3 provisional ballots deemed valid will be counted and

4 included in the official canvass of results for the

5 August 8th, 2017 Special Election.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

7             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

8 favor, signify by saying aye.

9             (Thereupon, all members voted

10 affirmatively.)

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

12 sign.

13             (No response.)

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

15             The final thing we need to do then is

16 certify the election results of the August 8th

17 Special Election.  Carla, do you want to give a

18 report?

19             MS. PATTON:  Yeah.  Before you, you have

20 the results from the August 8th Special for the

21 Village of Minerva Park as well as our portion of the

22 Madison-Plains Local School District.  We had a total

23 of, I believe, about 157 voters show up at the polls

24 on Election Day, in addition to the 6 total early

25 vote or absentee ballots, for a total of 163 ballots
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1 cast entirely within the election.  So you have the

2 results before you and we recommend certification of

3 those results.

4             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Has anybody looked to

5 see what the turnout percentage was?

6             MS. PATTON:  13.76 percent turnout.  Out

7 of 1,185 voters, 163 voted.

8             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  I move that the

9 Board certify and declare as final the official

10 canvass of votes cast in the August 8th, 2017 Special

11 Election.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

14 favor, signify by saying aye.

15             (Thereupon, all members voted

16 affirmatively.)

17             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

18 sign.

19             (No response.)

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

21             The August 8th election is in the books.

22             And now we'll move on to the

23 November 7th, 2017 General Election and let's start

24 with the certification of candidates.

25             MR. MACKEY:  So we had 233 candidate
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1 petitions filed and 16 local option petitions filed

2 which had about 20,000 signatures.  You have some

3 exhibits in front of you.  Exhibit A being the

4 candidates whose petitions we found to be valid and

5 sufficient.  Included on that list are two write-in

6 candidates, Joel Motil for the City of Columbus and

7 Janet -- Jennifer Staten.

8             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Are these in any

9 particular order?

10             MR. MACKEY:  Alphabetical order.

11             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  By candidate last

12 name?

13             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  I interrupted

15 you, sorry, proceed.

16             MR. MACKEY:  And Jefferson Township, I

17 think, is what she's running for, the second write-in

18 candidate.

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And can you tell

20 me, before we go on to the next, can you tell me how

21 many of the 233 that we're potentially looking at

22 that may not qualify for the ballot?

23             MR. MACKEY:  There are nine on Exhibit B

24 which we're not going to recommend.  There's also one

25 that we're going to bring before the Board to act one
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1 way or the other.

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I don't know if

3 you're --

4             MEMBER SINNOTT:  No, not yet.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Still looking.

6             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  Kim.  Thank you.

7             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the Board

8 certify to the November 7th, 2017 General Election

9 ballot those candidates listed on Exhibit A, and that

10 these petitions were filed timely and found to be

11 valid and sufficient.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

14 favor, signify by saying aye.

15             (Thereupon, all members voted

16 affirmatively.)

17             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

18 sign.

19             (No response.)

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

21 All the candidates on Exhibit A will appear on the

22 November 7th, 2017 ballot.

23             We also have a number of candidates that

24 we are recommending to the Board at least giving to

25 the Board that may not make the ballot.  Do you want
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1 to go over those?  Those will be Exhibit B.

2             MR. MACKEY:  Exhibit B has the list

3 there.  I think our handout of the top three reasons

4 why petitions don't make the ballot is having an

5 impact in that only 1 of these 9 failed to do the

6 first two which are sign the Declaration of Candidacy

7 on the front and complete the Circulator Statement on

8 the back, including the number of signatures

9 witnessed.  So of the 9, only 1, after reading that,

10 still failed to fulfill those requirements.  The rest

11 just did not gather sufficient valid signatures for

12 one reason or another.

13             MEMBER SINNOTT:  What is the standard in

14 the Southwestern School District?  Is it 300

15 signatures?

16             MR. MACKEY:  300.  It is, next to

17 Columbus, the largest in the county.

18             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Everybody ready?

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yup.  Thank you.

20             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that the Board

21 deny certification to the candidates appearing on

22 Exhibit B on the basis of their petitions were either

23 not filed timely or found by staff to be invalid or

24 with an insufficient -- let me correct that -- to be

25 invalid or insufficient, and that these candidates
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1 will not appear on the November 7th, 2017 General

2 Election ballot.

3             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

4             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

5 favor, signify by saying aye.

6             (Thereupon, all members voted

7 affirmatively.)

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

9 sign.

10             (No response.)

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

12             Jeff, do you want to just real quickly

13 tell them how that process, I mean what we do to

14 check and doublecheck before we recommend to the

15 Board that we not count those candidates --

16             MR. MACKEY:  Sure.

17             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  -- and that they

18 will not appear?

19             MR. MACKEY:  The petitions are reviewed

20 first by a staff member who checks all the

21 signatures.  Following that, a team of two staff

22 members, opposite parties, review the petitions to

23 make sure they are valid as far as everything being

24 filled out correctly, the candidates being eligible.

25             If, after either of those processes, a
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1 petition is found not to be valid, it's reviewed by

2 the Manager of the Petition Section, me, and we

3 attempt to do all we can to make sure the petition

4 does get qualified but still some of them do not.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Perfect.  So

6 three passes by three different entities.  Okay,

7 thank you.

8             MR. MACKEY:  We do have, before we go --

9 sorry -- to the ballot name, we have the one --

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Yes.

11             MR. MACKEY:  -- that we wanted to show

12 the Board.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Yes.  Sorry.

14             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Before we get to the

15 ballot names.  On Exhibit A, I see that Joe Motil is

16 indicated as a Member of Council and that is as a

17 write-in, correct?

18             MR. MACKEY:  Correct.

19             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Are there any other

20 listed on Exhibit A that are write-ins, not --

21             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.  Jennifer Staten for

22 Jefferson Township Trustee.

23             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Okay.  That's the only

24 other one?

25             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.
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1             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And then you

2 mentioned we have one possible for acceptance or

3 denial depending on what the Board decides.

4             MR. MACKEY:  Mr. Fleming is a candidate

5 for Grove City Council.  We reviewed his petition and

6 he does have more than the requisite number of valid

7 signatures; however, his petition as filed is a

8 little different than what we would normally see.

9 One front, a normal petition, a part-petition would

10 have a front and a back, so he has one front.  One

11 part-petition would not be sufficient to gather all

12 the signatures required for Grove City, so he has

13 added the back four times.

14             So he had sufficient lines for the number

15 of signatures he wanted to collect.  He signed the

16 Declaration of Candidacy on the front, so that's

17 good.  Each of the circulator statements is signed

18 and completed.  He has, in each instance, indicated

19 the total number of signatures that he collected

20 which was 50.

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Oh.  So he's got not a

22 total of the part-petition, but a total -- thinking

23 the whole thing is the petition.

24             MR. MACKEY:  Since there isn't really a

25 part-petition, so we are inclined to lean towards
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1 accepting that.

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Have we encountered this

3 in the past?

4             MR. MACKEY:  I cannot recall an instance

5 like that.

6             MEMBER MARINELLO:  It doesn't sound

7 familiar to me.

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  But other than

9 that, the signatures, he had more than enough

10 signatures to qualify?

11             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.  Yup.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  If one of these was on

13 the back of the front --

14             MR. MACKEY:  It would probably be more of

15 a problem, yes.

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I'm just saying if it

17 existed, if the front and that existed as one, there

18 would be no flaws with it.

19             MR. MACKEY:  I don't know.

20             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I mean other than the

21 total.

22             MR. MACKEY:  That might cause a bigger

23 problem for me because I would have one complete

24 part-petition and then a couple of partial

25 part-petitions.
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1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Absent the others --

2             MR. MACKEY:  Yes, correct.

3             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  -- it would appear to

4 be a properly-executed document.

5             MEMBER SINNOTT:  So he's his own

6 circulator and he has filled in the -- where did he

7 get 50 from?

8             MR. MACKEY:  Counting all of the

9 signatures.

10             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Front side of one, the

11 back side of the other four, total of 50, that's what

12 he's done.

13             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  What do the words say

14 on the . . .

15             MEMBER SINNOTT:  So we're looking at

16 everything he presented, right?

17             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

18             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Five sheets of paper.

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  How many were

20 required?

21             MR. MACKEY:  How many signatures?  For

22 Grove City should have been -- I can't remember.  Let

23 me find it quick.

24             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  May I?

25             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.
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1             Tim, have you examined what he submitted?

2             MR. LECKLIDER:  Yes, yes.

3             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Are you aware of any

4 legal authority that would help us?

5             MR. LECKLIDER:  No.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  He's the circulator.

7             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  The fact that he's his

8 own circulator is a big factor that he circulated and

9 he certified all those.  If they had been circulated

10 by other people I think you might have more of a

11 problem.

12             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Kim, have you seen

13 these?

14             MR. MACKEY:  Sorry about that.  Because

15 it's Grove City Ward 1 he's running for, 25

16 signatures were required.

17             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Is this Ward 1?

18             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I thought it said

20 Ward 4 on there.

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  No, it says Ward 1.

22             MS. PATTON:  It's Ward 1.

23             MR. MACKEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

24             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  There's not a -- are

25 you asking for guidance?
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1             MR. MACKEY:  I'm asking whether you

2 wanted to approve that to the ballot or not.

3             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We would need a

4 motion to either accept that or reject that.

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Do you want to do it?

6 Thank you, Counselor.

7             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that the Board

8 approve Edward Fleming as a candidate for Grove City

9 Ward 1 City Council on the basis of the petition

10 consisting of five pages that Mr. Fleming submitted.

11             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I'll second.

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

13 favor, signify by saying aye.

14             (Thereupon, all members voted

15 affirmatively.)

16             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

17 sign.

18             (No response.)

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

20             The next item is the request for

21 alternate names on the ballot.  I will note for you,

22 Doug -- Chairman Preisse --

23             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yeah, I see.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  -- it's 2:25.

25 Your call.  So do you want to start with the
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1 alternate ballot names?

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yeah.

3             MR. MACKEY:  So the first one I have not

4 encountered before, Village of Marble Cliff, Village

5 Council, Margaret Hoag wishes to run as "Marnie

6 Hoag."

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  Do you --

8 should we take these one at a time?

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  One at a time.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I will say that sounds

11 pretty good to me, but that's not a motion.  Are you

12 pondering it?

13             MEMBER MARINELLO:  The sun's getting away

14 from us.

15             MEMBER SINNOTT:  My first blush was a

16 little different from yours.  I wasn't thinking

17 "Marnie" as being a common derivative from Margaret,

18 but perhaps it is.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, we're all

20 entitled to our own opinion.

21             (Laughter.)

22             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Kim, what do you think?

23             MEMBER MARINELLO:  "Marnie" is good for a

24 lot of things.  What was the middle name?

25             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  It's an "L."
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1             MR. MACKEY:  Her middle initial is "L."

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The first three

3 letters are the same and "e" at the end of many words

4 is diminutive, you know, a little thing to me,

5 Margaret and Marnie, that was my first reaction.

6             MR. LECKLIDER:  If I may?  Maybe Jeff can

7 help me out here.  I don't know, I think it was the

8 recent election, Upper Arlington, Mr. Greenhill.  I

9 forget what his given name is, but he wanted to

10 appear on the ballot as "Kip."

11             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I remember that, yeah.

12             MR. MACKEY:  Francis and Kip, yes.  Did

13 not have the similarities that the Chairman was

14 speaking of here.

15             MR. LECKLIDER:  And my initial reaction

16 to that was he should not be able to appear on the

17 ballot as "Kip," but I believe that we consulted with

18 the Secretary of State's office.

19             MR. MACKEY:  That was a different

20 question because it was a question and not a

21 candidate election, so the statute didn't apply.

22             MR. LECKLIDER:  Okay, okay.

23             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I thought there were

24 times when we looked at the evidence of what people

25 are known by professionally, what it says on their
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1 business card, the sign on their lawyer's door, how

2 they advertise, what their utility bills say.  We've

3 talked about that --

4             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, in the Upper

5 Arlington case there was an extensive presentation of

6 evidence --

7             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yeah.

8             MEMBER SINNOTT:  -- that the person in

9 question was known throughout the community as "Kip

10 So and So," not by his given name.  I think that was

11 important to the Board's decision.

12             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yeah.

13             MR. MACKEY:  That argument, just so we're

14 clear, that was a question on whether to re-call a

15 person.  It wasn't a candidate election like this.

16 So the nickname rule in the Secretary of State's

17 handbook did not apply in that situation.  It was

18 more of a question of whether that name, as part of

19 the question, was acceptable based on how the

20 petition was circulated and how the municipality

21 presented the ballot language.

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The natural derivative

23 standard comes from not the law, but the Secretary of

24 State's handbook?

25             MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  Probably based on
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1 some stuff.

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I don't feel strongly

3 about this.  I mean, I think "Peg" or "Peggy" would

4 be the common nickname for Margaret, but if you think

5 "Marnie" is close enough, I certainly can agree to

6 that.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I agree, "Peg" and

8 "Peggy" are probably the very most common, though I

9 wouldn't actually say they're a natural derivative,

10 although I don't think nobody would, I think,

11 question it because it's so commonly known.  "Marnie"

12 is actually to me a more natural derivative.  Where

13 did they get "Peggy" from Margaret?

14             MEMBER SINNOTT:  It's time-honored.  I

15 think it's pretty.

16             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Well, I knew a Louise

17 in high school and she went by "Marnie."  It seems

18 like a catchall.

19             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  Well, I move that

20 we approve "Marnie Hoag" as a ballot name for

21 Margaret --

22             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  In Wikipedia it

23 doesn't list "Marnie" as a derivative, but it lists

24 "Peggy" and "Margie" and "Maggie" and a bunch of

25 others.
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1             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I was persuaded by the

2 learned discussion of my colleagues on the subject.

3 I move that we recognize "Marnie Hoag" as the ballot

4 name for Margaret Hoag.

5             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

6             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a

7 second?

8             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  She seconded it.

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All in favor,

10 signify by saying aye.

11             (Thereupon, all members voted

12 affirmatively.)

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

14 sign.

15             (No response.)

16             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  She'll appear as

17 "Marnie Hoag" on the ballot.

18             There is another one we want to talk

19 about?

20             MR. MACKEY:  Virginia Hoffman would like

21 to run as "Jeannie Hoffman."  The Board did allow her

22 to do so on the 2016 primary ballot for Central

23 Committee.

24             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that Virginia

25 Hoffman be authorized to appear on the ballot as
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1 "Jeannie Hoffman."

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a

3 second?

4             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

6 favor, signify by saying aye.

7             (Thereupon, all members voted

8 affirmatively.)

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

10 sign.

11             (No response.)

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  She'll appear as

13 "Jeannie Hoffman" on the ballot.

14             MR. MACKEY:  Edward Fellows wishes to

15 appear as "Chip Fellows."  In 2015 we had a

16 discussion about Chip Ramsey.  The Board decided to

17 not allow him to run as Chip.  It was not a natural

18 derivative of his name Charles.

19             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Knowing nothing more

20 than what we seem to have before us here, I'd be

21 disinclined to authorize "Chip Fellows" to be on the

22 ballot.  I move that Edward Fellows not be authorized

23 to appear on the ballot as "Chip Fellows."

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

25             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in
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1 favor, signify by saying aye.

2             (Thereupon, all members voted

3 affirmatively.)

4             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

5 sign.

6             (No response.)

7             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

8 "Edward Joseph Fellows" will appear on the ballot.

9             MR. MACKEY:  Diana Orum, Diana L. Orum,

10 wishes to include her maiden name with her married

11 name, "Diana Fortner Orum."

12             In 2013, the Board did allow Jennifer

13 Best to include her --

14             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Did?

15             MR. MACKEY:  Did allow Jennifer Best to

16 include her maiden name.  "Jennifer Hitt Best"

17 appeared on the ballot.  I think she's appeared on

18 the ballot several times using that.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Sounds reasonable.

20             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Then I move that Diana

21 Orum appear on the ballot as "Diana Fortner Orum."

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

23             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

24 favor, signify by saying aye.

25             (Thereupon, all members voted
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1 affirmatively.)

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

3 sign.

4             (No response.)

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  "Diana Fortner

6 Orum" will appear on the ballot.

7             And the final name?

8             MR. MACKEY:  Elizabeth A. Whiting wishes

9 to appear as "Lisa A. Whiting."  This was another one

10 that I was not familiar with myself.  I'll allow you

11 the chance to contemplate that.

12             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  It is my

13 understanding, what the candidate expressed to me was

14 that she had appeared as "Lisa Whiting" previously.

15             MR. MACKEY:  I did not have that

16 information.

17             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  There's heads bobbing

18 up and down behind you.

19             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Carla Patton, do you

20 want to speak now, please?

21             MS. PATTON:  Yes.  There has been

22 discussion over Elizabeth Whiting before.  She has

23 appeared on the ballot as "Lisa Whiting."

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  How long ago?

25             MS. PATTON:  I believe it was four years
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1 ago.  I know it's been "Lisa Whiting" before.

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, in light of the

3 fact that the Board has authorized the use of this

4 ballot name in the past, I move that Elizabeth

5 Whiting appear on the ballot as "Lisa A. Whiting."

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

7             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

8 favor, signify by saying aye.

9             (Thereupon, all members voted

10 affirmatively.)

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

12 sign.

13             (No response.)

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

15             And, I'm sorry, I was -- she will appear

16 as "Lisa"?

17             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Uh-huh.

18             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Is it worth recessing

19 to look outside or is it just cloudy and dark?

20             FROM THE FLOOR:  It just looks overcast.

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  What's that?

22             FROM THE FLOOR:  It just looks overcast.

23             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  All right.  But it

24 might just be because it's 89 percent --

25             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Why don't we run
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1 outside.

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Let's recess for 60

3 seconds, 120 seconds, what the hell.

4             (Recess taken.)

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I think we need a

6 motion to return.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  We're back from

8 recess, let's codify it.

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Is there a second

10 on that?

11             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Okay.  All right.

13 All those in favor, signify by saying aye.

14             (Thereupon, all members voted

15 affirmatively.)

16             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Oops, I'm

17 supposed to take attendance.

18             Kim Marinello.

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here.

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug Preisse.

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

22             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Brad Sinnott.

23             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We again have a

25 quorum.
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1             MR. MACKEY:  One last note on the

2 candidates before we move on.  We did not receive

3 petitions for Bexley auditor, the Village of Brice,

4 or the Village of Valleyview.

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So what happens?

6             MR. MACKEY:  They will appear on the

7 ballot with no candidate filed.  The write-in

8 deadline is August 28th, so I guess there is still a

9 chance.

10             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Nobody has filed for

11 Bexley auditor?

12             MR. MACKEY:  I understand that the last

13 time this happened he didn't run either and then

14 filed as a write-in at the last second, so.

15             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Oh.

16             MR. MACKEY:  I think he's going to do the

17 same here.

18             MEMBER SINNOTT:  What were the other

19 communities?

20             MR. MACKEY:  Village of Brice and Village

21 of Valleyview.  I think there were a couple other

22 ones where there are not enough candidates for seats

23 that are up, but there are at least candidates.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Ready to move on

25 to the certification of issues?
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1             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.  Exhibit C has all the

2 issues.  Of note, there is a referendum in the

3 Village of Minerva Park, a resolution authorizing the

4 Mayor to execute a real estate purchase contract.

5 Two separate groups circulated a referendum petition.

6 Both of the petitions were valid and had sufficient

7 signatures and have been certified back to us from

8 the Village.  As such, the exact same question may

9 appear on the ballot twice in Minerva Park.

10             MEMBER SINNOTT:  What, in substance, is

11 the issue?

12             MR. MACKEY:  Authorizing the Mayor to

13 enter into a purchase contract on a building to house

14 their city administrative offices and police

15 headquarters.

16             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Two identical sets of

17 petitions were circulated?

18             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Am I under the

20 understanding that the two groups were doing it not

21 convinced that the other group would be able to

22 complete the task?

23             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And then I think,

25 did you have a conversation with one or more of
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1 those?

2             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Just e-mail with --

3             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Okay.

4             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  No, I did speak to

5 Mr. Detwiler who is on the committee.  It's just to

6 propose to them that the two groups might want to

7 talk to one another to avoid potential confusion by

8 having two ballot issues.  So an e-mail was sent to a

9 representative of each group and expressed to them

10 the fact that the deadline to seek a withdrawal, if

11 one or the other group would want to seek a

12 withdrawal of their petition, that they had until,

13 what was the date you gave, the 29th of August, I

14 believe it was?

15             MR. MACKEY:  Yes.

16             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  For it to not appear

17 on the ballot.

18             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.

19             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And that's where I

20 left it with them.

21             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We're not

22 advising them one way or the other.

23             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  No, exactly.  We were

24 clear about the fact that it's their call.

25             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.
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1             MR. LECKLIDER:  Mr. Chairman, if I may?

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

3             MR. LECKLIDER:  My information from legal

4 counsel representing Minerva Park is that the

5 purchase option contract expired August 15th; for

6 what that's worth.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Interesting.

8             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  A resolution that's

9 still standing, but is moot.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yeah.

11             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  The resolution,

12 itself, is moot because they didn't exercise the

13 contract.

14             MEMBER MARINELLO:  So can they send

15 something or do something to get it off the ballot

16 altogether since it's --

17             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  It would be incumbent

18 upon the petitioners to do that.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.  I don't have

20 any further questions.

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the Board

22 certify to the November 7th, 2017 General Election

23 ballot those issues on Exhibit C and that these

24 issues have been timely filed and found to be valid

25 and sufficient.



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

33

1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

3 favor, signify by saying aye.

4             (Thereupon, all members voted

5 affirmatively.)

6             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

7 sign.

8             (No response.)

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Am I correct in

10 saying that there were no issues that we were wanting

11 to contest or are they all --

12             MR. MACKEY:  Correct.  Everything we

13 received looked good to us.

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Fantastic.  And

15 the same for the local options.

16             MR. MACKEY:  The local options, we did

17 not have any come in that were short of signatures or

18 anything, so they are all ready to go.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The Hey Hey Bar &

20 Grill.

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I remember that place.

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Hot Chicken Takeover

23 trying to get weekday sales, beer, wine.

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yellow Brick, I

25 thought they already had that.
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1             MR. MACKEY:  This is for Sunday sales, so

2 it may be an expansion on their license.

3             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that the Board

4 certify to the November 7th, 2017 General Election

5 ballot those local options listed on Exhibit D, and

6 that these local options were filed timely and found

7 to be valid and sufficient.

8             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

10 favor, signify by saying aye.

11             (Thereupon, all members voted

12 affirmatively.)

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

14 sign.

15             (No response.)

16             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

17             The next item, if you'll recall at our

18 last meeting we were working with the Secretary of

19 State to get waivers on some boundary changes.  I'll

20 ask Matt Rushey to come up and give a report on where

21 we are.

22             MR. RUSHEY:  Sure.  We received

23 permission from the Secretary of State's office last

24 Friday for those.  It was six precincts that we had

25 to have waivers for.  So we received permission and
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1 were able to go ahead and make everything official.

2 The other -- that was 6.  The other 35 did not

3 require waivers from the Secretary of State's office.

4             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  And the waivers would

5 be required for what reason?

6             MR. RUSHEY:  The waivers are required

7 when you do not use census blocks to split a

8 precinct.  It is required that when you split a

9 precinct that you follow census lines, census

10 geography in order to split the precinct.

11             In some cases such as I always use the

12 example of the one on campus, the 41-D at the very

13 top of the list.  Some residence halls were knocked

14 down, some were rebuilt, no census lines or census

15 geography existed to allow me to split those

16 precincts, and so I basically had to draw lines using

17 parcel lines instead of census lines.  In order to do

18 that I had to send that to the Secretary of State's

19 office and get permission to do that and they allowed

20 that.

21             MEMBER SINNOTT:  And --

22             MR. RUSHEY:  Also too, I'm sorry, pardon

23 me for interrupting.  I just wanted to mention there

24 were two adjustments, either on the back of that page

25 or on the second page of Exhibit E, which are not
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1 precinct splits but are just adjustments to existing

2 precincts mainly due to annexations, changes over

3 time.  We ended up with some lines that were going

4 through a couple people's houses and I didn't want to

5 have to do that, try to figure out where the person

6 goes, Precinct D or Precinct B in New Albany, so I

7 just wanted to use Johnston Road, or another line for

8 83-F and G.

9             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, I'm convinced.  I

10 move the Board approve the precinct boundary changes

11 recommended by the staff in Exhibit E and that these

12 new precinct boundaries are to take effect August 21,

13 2017.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

15             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

16 favor, signify by saying aye.

17             (Thereupon, all members voted

18 affirmatively.)

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

20 sign.

21             (No response.)

22             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion carries.

23             Thank you, Matt.

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Thanks, Matt.

25             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We are looking to
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1 potentially hire two individuals.  It's the Board's

2 prerogative if you want to go into Executive Session

3 or just deal with these directly.

4             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I'm prepared to --

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Pass.

6             MEMBER SINNOTT:  -- pass.  I'm prepared

7 to hear Kim's motion.

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Anne Morrice is

9 here if you want to --

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Please rise.  Hi.

11             MS. MORRICE:  Hi.

12             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the

13 Franklin County Board of Elections hire Anne Morrice

14 as Elections Operation Clerk, a full-time position,

15 beginning August 15th, 2017, at a rate of $18.87 per

16 hour.

17             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I will happily second

18 that motion.

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Welcome, Anne.

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And I believe

21 this requires a roll call.

22             Kim Marinello.

23             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug Preisse.

25             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.
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1             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad Sinnott.

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

3             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Congratulations.

4             MS. MORRICE:  Thank you very much for

5 this opportunity.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Welcome aboard.

7             (Applause.)

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And we've talked

9 to a gentleman by the name of Seth Golding to work on

10 the Reliavote machine.  If you'll recall, that's the

11 position that Randy Tarr had prior to his passing.

12             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move that the Franklin

13 County Board of Elections hire Seth Golding as

14 Reliavote Clerk, it's a full-time position, beginning

15 September 5, 2017, at a rate of $21.15 per hour.

16             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I'll second that.

17             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those -- Kim

18 Marinello.

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug Preisse.

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

22             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Brad Sinnott.

23             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Congratulations

25 to both of those individuals.
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1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Good.

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  A few things

3 before --

4             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Yeah.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  -- we adjourn.

6             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  I just wanted to let

7 the Board know that we are in the process of starting

8 to entertain demonstrations from the various voting

9 machine vendors, and I just wanted to let you know

10 that we actually do have demonstrations set up over

11 the next couple weeks.  I'm more than happy to e-mail

12 to the Board members the outline of the schedule of

13 voting machine vendors, the dates that they're coming

14 in.

15             And there's also dates where we will be

16 going to other counties where they are hosting

17 multi-vendor demonstrations, so all five vendors.

18 There's one in Warren County next week.  The

19 following week there's going to be one in Miami

20 County where one of our former employees, Luke Scott,

21 is now the Deputy Director, they have a multi-vendor

22 demonstration going on.  And then finally, in

23 conjunction with the Commissioner's Association,

24 there will be another multi-vendor demonstration down

25 in Hocking County, Logan.  So we'll go down to those.
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1             But kind of interspersed between those

2 we've got visits from all five voting machine vendors

3 who will be conducting day-long demonstrations.  As a

4 matter of fact, on the day of the next Board meeting,

5 September 11th, Clear Ballot will be here,

6 undertaking a demonstration for us of their voting

7 machine system.

8             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  You said the next

9 Board meeting?

10             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  The next Board meeting

11 is September 11th and, yeah, on that day Clear Ballot

12 will be here.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  One other item I

14 wanted to mention that the Director and I and the

15 entire staff is very proud of a partnership that we

16 have.  It's called "PREP," Postsecondary Readiness

17 Exploration Program at Dublin, and it's for

18 individuals that are mentally and physically

19 challenged between the ages of 18 and 24.  We've had

20 them in here at our offices on several occasions

21 where we registered them to vote and took them on a

22 tour of the Board of Elections.

23             They were very excited to get involved in

24 the presidential campaign, and so we thought, we had

25 a program where we actually -- we made sure that they
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1 were registered to vote and then we actually

2 deputized them and they were poll workers.  And as

3 far as we know it's the first program anywhere in the

4 country to do that.  And we received great response

5 from these individuals and other individuals that

6 attended this particular polling location on Election

7 Day.

8             I would have you know that one of our

9 members, Steve Bulen, is at an Election Center

10 Conference in California, and we won the national

11 award for partnership because of this program, and so

12 he's receiving that award as we speak.  Very proud of

13 us.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Steve is?

15             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Steve Bulen is,

16 yes.

17             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  On behalf of the Board

18 of Elections, yes.

19             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move we adjourn.

20             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  I do have one other

21 item just to make sure the Board was informed.

22             August 31st, the Board of Elections will

23 be hosting the naturalization service.  They came out

24 to visit, they reached out to our office, and Suzanne

25 has been working with them to give them a tour of our
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1 site because they were looking for a facility that

2 would be more convenient for the immigrants who are

3 being naturalized, you know, in terms of parking, in

4 terms of location.

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Is this a one-time

6 thing?

7             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  No.  We expect it will

8 be fairly regularly.  Suzanne had made clear to them

9 in the process of the time periods where our facility

10 may not be available.  But in the Early Vote Center

11 we can accommodate --

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Doesn't a Federal

13 Judge come out or something like that?

14             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  A Federal Judge will

15 be here.

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Are they paying us?

17             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Not that I'm aware of.

18 We're a government facility allowing another

19 government agency to use our facilities.

20             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Another

21 partnership.

22             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  Another partnership.

23 The one thing I guess is that to do it in the grand

24 courtroom of the federal courthouse, they're limited

25 in the number of people they can process on a regular



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

43

1 basis which means they have to have it more often.

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So you're going to do

3 it here?

4             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  We would do it in the

5 Early Vote Center.  We can accommodate 300 new

6 citizens each time they have a naturalization --

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  What time of day is

8 that?

9             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  It's going to be 1:00.

10 I'll have to doublecheck.

11             MS. BROWN:  1:30.

12             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  1:30.

13             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Is this the first time

14 it's been done outside of the federal courthouse?

15             MS. BROWN:  Yes, I think so.  As far as I

16 know.

17             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I've seen it done at

18 other symbolic places.

19             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

20             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  It's 1:30 on the 31st.

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.

22             DIRECTOR LEONARD:  So I just wanted to

23 let you know that's taking place.  Again, one of the

24 biggest changes is the fact that they'll be eligible

25 to vote.
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1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  We'll put that under

2 discussion during the motion to adjourn which I will

3 now second.

4             (Laughter.)

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All those in

6 favor, signify by saying aye.

7             (Thereupon, all members voted

8 affirmatively.)

9             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, same

10 sign.

11             (No response.)

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We're adjourned.

13             (Thereupon, the proceedings concluded at

14 2:56 p.m.)

15                         - - -
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