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BEFORE THE

FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

IN RE:

Board Meeting :

Proceedings before Chairman William A.
Anthony, Jr., Board Members Michaei F5 Colley,
Carolyn C. Petree, and.Kimberly E. Marinello,
and Executive Directbr Matt Damséhroder, taken
at the Franklin County Board of Elections, 280
FEast Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio, on Mdnday,

February 6, 2006, at 2:05 o'clock p.m.
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PROCEZEDTINGS

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : I'd like to call
the Franklin County Board Qf Elections meeting
to order. Roll call.

(Roll call conducted by Director
Damschroder.) -

'DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: All members
are presént, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY : Thank you.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: The first
item on the agenda is actually something‘
that's not printed on your agenda, and that-is
the approval of the ﬁinutes from November the
29th, 2005, December the o6th, 2005, and
December the 22nd, 2005, all Qf which had been
previously distributed to yvou for your review.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Go ahead. I will
entertain a‘motion to accept those.

MS. MARINELLO: So moved.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: All those‘in.——
is there a second?

MS. PETREE: Second.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO .
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CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: All those in

favor?

MEMBERS : Ave.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: And'motion
carries. I'll send these down thé row for the
signatureé.

The first item on the printed

agenda, Mr. Chairman, is to establish a

payment schedule between the Board of
Elections and‘our voting machine storage
device wvendor, SST.» This is at the request of
the Franklin County Auditor, because a payment
s;hedule was not included inlthe initial
invitation to bid, and one has to be |
established at this time.

The Deputy Director and I have
talked with the wvendor. They've actually made
one delivery of cards last week} we're
expecting another deliveﬁy today.

What we have disdussed was —— 1is
paying in full the invoices for thé cards
we've received to date, receiving an invoice
of 20 percent of the balandé, and then each

individual inVoice thereafter would be

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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appropriated less than 20 percent.
| So we recommend this scheduie to you
and request a motion and passage.

MS. MARINELLO: Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Board of Elections adopt the
following payment schedule with its wvoting
machine etoragepdevice vendor, SST:

Ohe, that any and all invoices for
voting machine storage cards delivered on or
before the date of this motion be paid in
full; |

, Two, that>SST is authorized to
submit and the County Auditor directed to pay
an invoice equal to 20 percent of the balahcel
of the original purchase price, less any
invoices submitted for the payment to date;

Three, that all future invoices
submitted by SST will reflect a 20 percent
credit in recognition of the 20 pereent
advance payment.

CHATIRMAN ANTHONY: Is there a
second?

MR. COLLEY: Second.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: All those in

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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favor, say aye.

MEMBERS : Aye .

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: bAnd motion
carries. And so that the‘auditor has a record
of the aétion, I'll send it and the signature
sheet down on that motion.

Just by way of keeping you all up to
date on whét's going on, there is a Special
Electibn tomorrow in.theAAlbany—Plain Local‘
School District. Seventeen precincts will be
open for that election. We will be using the
new ESS touchscreen voting machines for this
election;

So far, the process with ESS has
gone very smoothly. And last Saturday we had
a poll worker training for the eiection
officials who will be in the precincts
tomorrow. That training was Saturday morning
from 10:00 to about 12:30, 12:45, and from my
perspective, that training session went very
well.

Renee Clough did a presentation of
the bird's—eye view in the process, and we

broke all the judges down into small groups

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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aﬁd did one-on-one hands—-on training with the
system;

So we're expecting a successful
Election Day tomorrow with the néw voting
system. If any of you are interested in going
out to the precincts to watch, 1let Denﬁy or T
know. We;ll either meet YOu here, drive out,
or meet you at a precinct.

MR. WHITE: We will see you at your
house around 5:30. |

CHAIRMANVANTHONY:F I'm not going to
be there then.

(Laughter.f

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRQDER: We're Very
pleased with the process. We will be having
actual full-time staff in the field tomorrow
as well, one full-time staff in each>precinct(
an election official, just so thét, not only
can theyhget additional experience and kind of
get a feel for what the voters or poll workers
are seeing( but also since they've had é
little bit more éxperience with the‘machinés,
it Will be helpful to voters. |

CHATRMAN ANTHONY: You know I —-— any

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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gquestions?

MS. PETREE: Yes.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY: Yes?

MS. PETREE: How many locations?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: - Those |
seventeen precincts are at about nine or ten
locations, so it's not very many.

MS. PETREE: How many machines?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: There's -going
to be'three machines in each précinct, sSo
fewer than siXty total machines.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Any other
questions?

You know, we had an Executive
Committee,meeting, and a machine was brought
ovér to our party headquarters, and folks
played with it and it got a pretty good
response; folks kind of liked it, played with
it a little bit. And as folks were coming in
and out, they got to play with it, and there
seemed to be a good responée to it. So I
would love to see it happen. 

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Just so that

yvou all know, the last year before, during the

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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Calendar year, we made some changes, brought
Howard Heard from the warehouse, as you'll

recall, to do voter education, and hired

Lillian Williams to become our public

relations manager.

Both Lillian and Howard wereAworking
very diligently in scheduling demonstrations
with the voting machines, with 6utieach
opportunities. Howard has spent much of the
last, probably, month up in the New
Albany-Westerville area doingvdemonstrations
at the local libraries, chufches, and has a
pretty good schedule that we've actually now
posted to_fhe Web site of his different
locations he's going to\be at. The schedule
goes out into the summer.

| And Denny énd.I have a demonstration
scheduled foi the Dispatch Editorial Board
coming up the last week of Febfuary.

MR. WHITE: If you have any areas,

groups that you can help us identify where you

think that it would be good to have Howard and

‘Lillian go out, or anybody else, and do a

demonstration, we welcome suggestions or other

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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scenarios.

I think the more we get out now and
being prbactivé on eduéating the voters on the
machines will pay ten times the dividends on
Election Day, where we can éducéte them and
inform them now and resolve all their issues
and'questions now.

So any groups, church groups, social

groups, clubs, we want to get them out there.

MS. PETREE: What about the Coiumbus
Bar‘Association? | |

MR. WHITE: That'd be great. Any
suggestions you have.

.We are,just trying to be real
proactive on educating thé{public, the users
of the machines, prior to Electioh Day. And
as I said, they're on their_own out there
trying to identify a place. We're thinking

mayvbe some of the'college.universities, lunch

hour go and set up, anywhere you'll find

people.
DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Where there's
a crowd.

Any other gquestions or comments?

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1—888—576—DEPO
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CHATRMAN ANTHONY: Not about this.
But I did have a —-- wondering where we were
going to be at on the recently passed voter

legislation dealing with voter ID and all

that. How are. we going to deal with that when

folks come in without an ID, without a picture
ID?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER': Great
gquestion. Actually,‘Denny and I have talked
about that issue earlier today.. There's a
couple thingsrthat have taken place recently.

House Rulé 234 became effective a
couple weeks ago; that's the no—excuse

absentee voting that, although it's effective

- for this election, there haven't been very

many voter—-requested absentee ballots for
tomorrow's special.

We've déveloped new forms for that.
wWwith the‘no—fault absentee, the fespective

absentee voter has to provide their date of

‘birth and either the last four digits of their

Social‘Security.number orvtheir.driver's
license number, or a copy of a current utility

bill, government check, military ID, or

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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something along those lines;A We will be
adjusting our Web site_to‘provide that
information, end we're working with staff on
educating them on the system.

House Bill 3 passed, which is the

"big issue in terms of voter identification at

the polls. That section of the statute is not
really effective until after the primary.

One of the things that Denny and I
discussed this morning is, as you know from
previous conversations, we're planning —-—
we're already planning a very robust voter
education campaign centered eround the use of
the new machines, both for the primary and for
the general.

What we'd like to do is go_back to
the Cemmissioners'to ask for additional
funding to enhance the public educatioﬁ
campaign fer the fall, so that it includes the
voter educator —-- the identification
requirement.

You'may have neticed that there.was
an editorial in the Dispatch yesterday that

kind of talked about this, and I really keyed

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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in on one sentence from that, and that was,

that in the opinion of the Dispatch, that

‘voter disenfranchisement was not likely to

take place simply on the basis of voter
identification, that the requirement had Come
into place but the disenfranchisement was most
likely just simply because longtime voters
didn't know they needed to bring an ID with
them.

And so, to me,‘that'meané,that
educatién is going to be very key in reminding
folks in that last ten—-day window, you need to
bring a driver's license with you or your
utilityAbill or éomething; If they show up
for the vote at the polls and they don't have
that, they can still vote'a provisional
ballot. But my feeling is, every penny we
spend educating folks to bring their ID with
them to the polls will pay dividends in terms
of provisional ballots cast. |

- CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Now, what about,
you know/ we send out voter registration'cards
-- a card,.after you fegister to vote you get

a little card in the mail. That can}t be used

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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as a voter 1ID?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: No, it can't;

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: _Okay. That's
what I thought. Is there any way that we
could —-- what caﬁ‘we do to -- well, part of
the problem is if you”donit have utility
bills. -

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Right..

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : You live with

'somebody, yvou don't pay a utility bill, and

you haven't —-- there are. a few folks that
haven't gotten a Social Security card aléo.
And there are folks who don't have a
government Jjob and can't go by their:
government check. But we do send out aVther
registration ID card.

MR. WHITE: = That doesn't suffice.
That's bizarre.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Yeah, is there
any way that we could —-- wow, I don't know the
answer to that whole gquestion. _

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Well, like T
said ——- go ahead.

MS. MARINELLO: If they have the

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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last numbers of their Social Security, then

" they have to do a provisional?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: If they don't
have the last four of their Social, they have
to cast a provisional ballot. Now, there's
also a provisional that was fldating around,
I'll have to check to see whetheiAit was
actually passed, was that a voter could fill
out an affidavit, basiqally'attesting to who
they are and that they do not have or héve |
access to any forms of identification.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: So they'd Jjust
have to vote on a provisional?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Yesf

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY:  Okay.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: But then.you
come down to the issue of county provisional,
you still have to have your driver's license
or your Social and you'ré date of birth.

So, but one thought, Mr. Chaifman,
on your comment about the identification cards
is, we have been talking about changing the
format of that card,'and as a part of that, we

could, as part of that education fees, include

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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information with that card, and some of the

newly registered can change their address and

do all the mailings to include that new

identification card information so folks are
receiving information.
_MR. WHITE : And I thought -— _
MS. PETREE:~ Mr. Chairman; Matt, if
I would come in to vote -—-- | |
THE REPORTER: I'm sorry, I can't
hear vyou. |

MS. PETREE: If I would come in to

vote and I don't have a picture ID with me,

you ask me my last four numbers of my Social

Security number and I give those to you, how

do you verify that?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: We don't.

‘Which is why, as one of the positions that our

association of elections officials took, was
that a lot of -— most of the requiréments for

identification in this bill were really

-meaningless, because there's no way to verify

that information.

You would just simply —-- there's

nothing that prevents someone from walking

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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into the polling locations and séy the last
four digits of his social_aré 1234, because_we
have no way to verify it or check it. You
would have no way of checking if the wvoter ID

is wvalid. So it somewhat becomes an exercise

in futility.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY : But without a
phdto ID, it's a provisional ballot?

DIRECTOR.DAMSCHRODERf Without a
photo ID or a copy of a utility bill,
government check, or statihg‘the last four
digits of your.Social,VYes.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Okay.

MR. WHITE: ~But correspondence from
the government to you with your address, that
doesn't count?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: No. They
left out passports, military ID, and voter
identification cards from the.Board of
Elections.

MS. PETREE: Military ID doesn't
count either? .

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: That's

correct.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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MS. PETREE: . That's too bad, because
that is a picture ID.
. DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Exactly.

MR. WHITE: What about a parking

~ticket?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Probably not.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : Okay. This is a
go. That is almost a goéd gé, actually.

MS. PETREE: So this isn'tAeffective
until next May?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: This will
actually go into effect after the main
election.

MS. PETREE: After the main
election.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: So Wé don't
have to worry about it for the primary.

MR. WHITE: ' And they don't have té
be current either; I'could give'them an
electric bill from 20007

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Well, the law
says it's supposed to be from your current
residential address. But, again, you know,

like Bill said, you could be living somewhere,

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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you anw, like a parent, older parent living
with a‘child, the adult child is the one that
has the utilities in their name. | |
CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Well, my
utilities are in my name because I pay it.
MR. WHITE: Social.Security card,
does that count as an ID?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER;, Yeah, because

it would have the last four of your social.

MR. WHITE: Say I show a wvalid
driver's license?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: When you have
your Social Security card, they're okay.

MR. WHITE: Okay. So Social
Security card.

| DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODERf And my guess

is, from talking to folks at the Common Caﬁse,
League of Women Voters, that this will
probably be litigated, and I'm sure the
Secrétary of State will be isSuihg some kind
of directive.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : Before November?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: At some

point, after the main primary[ to help guide

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO |
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us on this issue.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Because it's
still not over. |

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Ye_ah; there
really are a lot of open ends, and it's
subject to interpretation.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : One other thing
from being contained in the agenda here, the
Elections Science Institute did what —-- what
was the result of their testing in the wvoting
system? |

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: There's some
things that we cén say -on the record ahd some
things that we will go into Executive Seésion
to discuss. |

But for the record, they are not

quite finished with their full test. They are

reviewing several million lines of source

code. They have reviewed the'hardware for the
voting system and ére planning on recommending
some procedural, someAchanges in procedure to
the Board that will help further protect the
system from any possible attacks from Voters

who would try to do something.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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But on the whole, what ESI heads
found is that thé system is secure, that it is
a well engineered system, and ESS has
continued to assure us that any issues that
ESI does find, they will resolve for future
releases of the software or'firmware.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Do we have a new
meeting schedule? | |

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Steve
Hertzberg's mom has been in and out of the
hospital for the last couple of monthé, and so
it's kind of put at least the local meeting
procesébup in the air, because he has not been
—— he's only been out to Columbus once in the
last threé months.

| CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: I've got a couple
of folks on that committee asking.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Yeah. - And as
the local child, he's kind of entrusted with
her care. |

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: As he should be.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: So he's been
focused on that recently. But I talked to him

a éouple of times in the last couple of weeks.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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He's still committed to caring on the process;

the study' process with ESS has continued on

during that process, dﬁring.that time frame.
That's Just the local issues wefre
working on as the advisement committee has
slowed in his absence.
CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Okay.
MS. PETREE: Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Yes, ma'am.

MS. PETRERE: Did you say the BEPO or

ESS?

A. ' - I said -- that's what I meant to
-éay. I just had visions of just bad things in
my head.

All right. We can continue with the
agehda items.

;DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: The last
item, Mr. Chairman, is actually, because
tomorrownisneléction ——

(Interruption in proceedings.)

CHATRMAN ANTHONY: Go ahead.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Rather than
adjourning today, we should make a motion to

recess subject to the call of its chairman.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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That way if the Board has to meet tomorrow in

an emergency session to deal with an Election
Committee matter, we're still‘in session.

| Lét's just say, briéfly, that in
terms of coming to future meetings, we can
have a meeting on February the 22nd -- and
we'll communicate those to you through Suzanne
as well. On February 22nd, we need to.certify
candidates and issues to the second primary
and special elections ballot, and that will be
following the 16th final deadline.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: That's the
earliest we could meet?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: That's
actually kind of the latest we can meet.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Okay.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Also; I'11 bé
leaving that night to Albuquerque to\dova
presentationifor an Electiéhs Center seminar.

. CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: So you would
prefer én early meeting on that day?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER? You know, we
can probably —-— my preferencé-would be kind of

a late morning meeting on the 22nd.

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: I could -- do you
think it woﬁld be a long meeting? ,

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: My plan is.to
streamline it, as we have in the past, so we
can do things in big groups.

MS. PETREE: What day is that?

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: I said Wednesday.’

MS. PETREE: On Wednesday?
CHATIRMAN ANTHONY: Yeah.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Well; we'll

- play it by ear. I'11 havé Suzanne call

everybody later this week and get séhedules,
if we héve to maybe have it the day before or
whatever, on those wvarious schedules.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY: We are ratifying
our contract, sb we're actually voting on the
21lst, 22nd, and 23rd._ So, I mean, I can get
away. But I can do it before the 22nd too.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER:' Okay.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: If you guys are
ready to go ahead.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: All right.

I'1l1l have Suzanne call everybody and get it

scheduled. So the 22nd is the last day we

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576~DEPO
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could do it.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY : Okay.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: And then the
Secretary of State is expected to issue
appointments to board members on March the
1st, which means either the Board would then
have to meet either Thursday the 2nd or Friday
the 3rd or Monday the 6th for its
reorganization meeting.

CHATRMAN ANTHONY : What dates are

those? ‘

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: March 2, 3,
or 6. |

MR. WHITE: Thursday, Friday, and
Mohday. | |

CHATRMAN ANTHONY: Okavy.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Of March.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Do you need those
now?

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: No. I'll
have Suzanne call everybody with dates and
times‘that work.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY: Okay. - All right.

DIRECTOR DAMSCHRODER: Other than

RUNFOLA REPORTERS, INC. 1-888-576-DEPO
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that, we can entertain a motion.

MS. MARINELLO: Mr. Chairman.

CHATIRMAN ANTHONY: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MARINELLO: I move that the
Franklin County Boaﬁd of Elections Stand'in
recess subject to the call of its chairman for
the Tuesday, February 7, 2006, Néw'
Albany-Plain Local School District Special
Election:pursuant to Section 3505230 of the
Ohio Revised Code. |

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY : Is there a
éecond? |

MS. PETREE: Second.

CHAIRMAN ANTHONY : All those in
favor, say aye.

MEMBERS:‘ Aye.

- DITRECTOR DAMSCHRODER:‘ And the
motibn carries, and we stand_ih recess. Thank
you. | |

Thereupon, the proceedings were

adjourned at 2:30 o'clock p.m.
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CERTIFICATE

The undersigned do hereby certify that
the foregoing proceedings wefe digitally
recorded, electronically transmitted, and
transcribed wvia audible playback, and that
the foregoing transcfipt of sﬁch proceedings
is a full, true and correct transcript of
tﬁe proceedings as so recorded.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have heréunto set
my hand and affixed my seal of office at.
Columbus, Ohio, on this Zﬁﬁpﬁaay of

Te)owa.M 2006.

W?M

MELISSA .R. PARSLEY

Certified Digital Reporter

Notary Public - State of Ohio.

My commission expires October 13, 2008.

 DONNA» J. BELLOUS

Certified Digital Transcriber
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