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1                          Wednesday Afternoon Session,

2                          December 23, 2015.

3                         - - -

4             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  I'd like to call the

5 Franklin County Board of Elections Special Meeting to

6 order.  I will do roll call.

7             Kimberly Marinello.

8             MS. MARINELLO:  Here.

9             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Gregory Haas.

10             MR. HAAS:  Here.

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Doug Preisse.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here.

13             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  And Brad Sinnott.

14             MR. SINNOTT:  Here.

15             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Mr. Chairman, we have

16 a quorum.  Everyone is present.

17             The first item on the agenda would be the

18 approval of the minutes from the November 2, 2015

19 meeting, the November 17, 2015 meeting, the

20 November 19, 2015 meeting, and the November 23, 2015

21 meeting.

22             MR. HAAS:  I move that the Board approve

23 the minutes of the November 2, 2015, November 17,

24 2015, November 19, 2015, and the November 23, 2015
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1 meetings of the Franklin County Board of Elections as

2 submitted.

3             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

4             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

5             All those in favor?

6             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

7             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  We will move on to

8 Exhibit B in our agenda, and that's the certificate

9 or denial of issues and options for the March 26

10 ballot.

11             Carla, do you want to go over these?

12             MS. PATTON:  The front of Exhibit B will

13 state the Revised Code sections which stipulates the

14 requirements for candidates to sign the Declaration

15 of Candidacy prior to circulation and also the fact

16 that the Circulator Statement must be completely

17 filled in.

18             The candidates that appear within this

19 exhibit have all failed to either sign their

20 Declaration of Candidacy, completely fill out the

21 Circulator Statement or failed to collect the number

22 of valid signatures that were required to make the

23 ballot.

24             The reason is listed under each
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1 candidate, so it would be our recommendation that

2 these candidates not be certified to the ballot.

3             There were also a couple filings for

4 offices that do not exist, for example, Urbancrest

5 County Central Committee and Obetz Central Committee

6 do not exist.  I believe we had a State Central

7 Committee that was also filed, which is not on the

8 ballot for this election.

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I think I've asked

10 this question repeatedly and I should remember the

11 answer, but do we notify these folks that this has

12 happened?

13             MS. PATTON:  They will receive a notice.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  But not in advance?

15             MS. PATTON:  Not in advance, no.  I

16 believe these filings were all taken in on the last

17 day of filing; therefore, it was done so without the

18 advanced knowledge that these were not actual seats.

19             MR. SINNOTT:  What is the process after

20 that?  A candidate being disqualified from the ballot

21 says, Oh, no, you misunderstand.  This is what's

22 true.  What happens?  What's the candidate's relief?

23             MS. PATTON:  For County Central Committee

24 I believe they are permitted to file as a write-in
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1 for the valid office or for the office they failed to

2 make the ballot for.

3             MR. SINNOTT:  That is not my question.

4 It is more for the lawyers.

5             MR. SOULAS:  There is a protest

6 proceeding, and I think Tim calculated it is 75 days

7 prior to the election, so there is a process for them

8 to come before the Board and explain why they think

9 the result should be different.

10             MR. SINNOTT:  So there is a protest that

11 is registered?

12             MR. SOULAS:  Yes.

13             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  If we did that, we

14 would hear the protest?  Or who would hear that

15 protest?

16             MR. SOULAS:  The Board.

17             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  The Board would hear

18 that protest?

19             MR. SOULAS:  Yes.

20             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  So it has to happen

21 74 days before the election?

22             MR. LECKLIDER:  The protest has to be

23 filed 74 days before the election.

24             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Okay.
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1             MR. LECKLIDER:  Which falls on January 1.

2             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  We would have a

3 meeting within so many days?

4             MR. SOULAS:  The statute does not specify

5 a specific number of days.

6             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Can we direct them to

7 go directly and file with the court?

8             MR. SOULAS:  No.  They need to be given

9 the opportunity to develop the record before the

10 Board.

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All right.  So then we

12 would have a hearing either to deny their protest or

13 uphold the protest?

14             MR. SOULAS:  Correct.

15             MR. LECKLIDER:  Mr. Director, what the

16 language of the statute specifically states is:  Upon

17 filing the protest, the election officials shall

18 promptly fix the time for hearing it and shall

19 forthwith mail notice of the filing of the protest

20 and the time fixed for hearing to the person whose

21 candidacy is so protesting.

22             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Okay.  That answers my

23 questions.  Thank you, sir.

24             So did everybody get a chance to review
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1 the names on this list?  Any questions or discussion

2 on it?

3             MR. SINNOTT:  I move that the Board deny

4 certification to the candidates appearing on

5 Exhibit B on the basis that their petitions were

6 either not filed timely or found by staff to be

7 invalid or insufficient and that these candidates

8 will not appear on the March 15, 2016 Primary

9 Election ballot.

10             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

11             MS. MARINELLO:  Second.

12             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

13             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

14             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Motion carries.  We

15 will so notify all the folks on the list and give

16 them the appropriate information.

17             MS. PATTON:  It will be in the mail this

18 evening.

19             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Thank you.

20             MR. SINNOTT:  Thank you.

21             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Go to Exhibit C, the

22 questions and issues recommended for the ballot.

23             MS. PATTON:  On Exhibit C there were five

24 tax-related issues that were filed timely.  They have
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1 been reviewed, and they are sufficient to, as far as

2 we're concerned, be approved to the ballot.

3             In addition to the tax-related issues,

4 there were also six local option filings for a total

5 of nine questions that the staff has reviewed the

6 signatures, and they have met all the requirements of

7 the required number of valid signatures, and the

8 petitions were properly filled out and filed on time.

9 Therefore, we are recommending that all issues on

10 Exhibit C be ordered to the ballot.

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Any questions on C?

12             MR. HAAS:  I move that the Board certify

13 to the March 15, 2016 Primary Election ballot those

14 issues listed on Exhibit C and that these issues were

15 filed timely and found to be valid and sufficient.

16             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

17             MR. SINNOTT:  There is.

18             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

19             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

20             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  The motion carries.

21             We will move on to Exhibit D, if you

22 would, Carla.

23             MS. PATTON:  Exhibit D we had three local

24 option filings that did not meet the minimum number
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1 of required signatures required to make it to the

2 ballot.  Those three petitions contained a total of

3 five questions, so it is our recommendation it not be

4 certified for the Primary Election ballot.

5             MS. MARINELLO:  I move that the Board

6 deny certification to the issues appearing on Exhibit

7 D on the basis that their petitions were either not

8 filed timely or found by staff to be invalid or

9 insufficient and these issues will not appear on the

10 March 15, 2016 Primary Election ballot.

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

13             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

14             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

15             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  That motion carries as

16 well.

17             Go back to Exhibit A.  Is there a new

18 Exhibit A?

19             MR. MACKEY:  I have given the court

20 reporter the official Exhibit A that excludes

21 Mr. Preisse and Ms. Marinello so we can handle them

22 separately.

23             MS. MARINELLO:  So I can make the motion?

24             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Yes.
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1             MS. MARINELLO:  I move that the Board

2 certify to the March 15, 2016 Primary Election ballot

3 those candidates listed on Exhibit A and that these

4 petitions were filed timely and found to be valid and

5 sufficient.

6             MR. SINNOTT:  Second.

7             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

8             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

9             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Motion carries.

10             What is the next motion?

11             MR. SINNOTT:  You're saying you have

12 removed Ms. Marinello and Mr. Preisse from Exhibit A?

13             MR. SOULAS:  So they will be handled

14 separately.

15             MR. SINNOTT:  All right.  Then I move

16 that the Board certify to the March 15, 2016 primary

17 Election ballot Kimberly Marinello and Douglas

18 Preisse for the offices that they are seeking, and

19 that these petitions were filed timely and found to

20 be valid and sufficient.

21             MR. SOULAS:  May I recommend you do each

22 individually?  That way you can have a majority vote.

23 Do one at a time.

24             MR. SINNOTT:  Okay.  I move that the
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1 Board certify to the March 15, 2016, Primary Election

2 Ballot Kimberly Marinello for the office of

3 Democratic Central Committee and that the petition be

4 found timely filed, valid, and sufficient.

5             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  I will do roll call.

6             MR. HAAS:  Second.

7             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  It has been moved and

8 seconded.  I will do a roll call.

9             Kimberly Marinello.

10             MS. MARINELLO:  Abstain.

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Greg Haas.

12             MR. HAAS:  Yes.

13             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Doug Preisse.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

15             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Brad Sinnott.

16             MR. SINNOTT:  Yes.

17             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Motion carries.

18             MR. SINNOTT:  I move the Board certify to

19 the March 15, 2016, Primary Election ballot Douglas

20 Preisse for the Office of State Senate, which has

21 been filed and that the petition be found timely

22 filed and valid and sufficient.

23             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

24             MR. HAAS:  Second.
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1             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  I will do roll call.

2             Kimberly Marinello.

3             MS. MARINELLO:  Abstain.

4             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Greg Haas.

5             MR. HAAS:  Yes.

6             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Douglas Preisse.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Abstain.

8             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Bradley Sinnott.

9             MR. SINNOTT:  Yes.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Motion carries.

11             The next item on the agenda would be the

12 withdrawals.  We've had a number of candidates

13 withdraw prior to certification.  We will let you

14 guys know who they were.

15             Jeff, do you have the list?

16             MR. MACKEY:  Aaron Schlabach.

17             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  He was a candidate for

18 the 23rd District Senate.

19             MR. PAYNE:  He was running for the

20 Statehouse.

21             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Cheryl Grossman

22 withdrew as a candidate for State Senate in the 16th

23 District.

24             Bruce Bailey withdrew as a candidate for
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1 Republican Central Committee, Westerville Ward 2.

2             And Rebecca Hutson withdrew as a

3 candidate for the Democratic Central Committee,

4 Groveport.

5             And their names shall not be on the

6 ballot in March.

7             MS. MARINELLO:  I move that the Board

8 accept the requests of Aaron C. Schlabach to withdraw

9 as candidate for State Representative in the 23rd

10 District; Cheryl L. Grossman to withdraw as candidate

11 for State Senate in the 16th District; Bruce Bailey

12 to withdraw as candidate for the Republican Central

13 Committee, Westerville, Ward 2; and Rebecca Hutson to

14 withdraw as candidate for the Democratic Central

15 Committee, Groveport, and that their names shall not

16 appear on the March 15, 2016 Primary Election ballot.

17             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

18             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

19             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

20             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

21             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  That motion carries as

22 well.

23             The next item we have to do is the

24 Election Administration Plan during the Presidential
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1 cycle.  I want to go on the record that David Payne

2 did one heck of a job coordinating this for us, and

3 we have to do one in the primary and we have to do

4 another one right before the General Election.

5             You have the document before you.  We

6 need you all to sign it, and then we will give this

7 to the Secretary of State's Office.  This plan says

8 how we are going to do the election step by step,

9 every aspect of election.

10             MR. PAYNE:  The Secretary of State sends

11 out a template and then our staff simply fills it in.

12 There are ten categories:  Precinct Election Official

13 Recruitment, Training, and Accountability.  That was

14 basically Steve Bulen.

15             There's Resource Allocation, paper

16 ballots, machine allocation.  There's Election Day

17 Communications; Materials and Supplies, Election Day

18 Contingencies, meaning if our folks don't show up,

19 what do we do, if we are short on equipment what do

20 we do.

21             There's Security, and they're both here

22 at our early vote center as well as all of our

23 polling locations; Voter Registration, which is mail

24 processing and keying by hand, entering, scanning



 Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc. - www.aando.com - 614-224-9481

17

1 absentee ballots, everything we need that goes with

2 the polling places, accessibility, which is ADA

3 requirements.  And then there is a Master Calendar

4 that basically shows, for the most part, everything

5 we do at the Board of Elections that requires a

6 date-specific start and a date-specific end.

7             So I believe that Suzanne e-mailed the

8 plan to all of you.  You have a hard copy in front of

9 you.  I don't know if there are any questions you

10 might have.  This is due to the Secretary of State, I

11 believe, the 15th of January.

12             MR. SINNOTT:  Is there anything in the

13 136-page document you want to draw to our attention

14 in particular?

15             MR. PAYNE:  I don't necessarily think so,

16 but if there is anything in these categories you are

17 concerned about.  Obviously, we have reference to the

18 electronic pollbooks that will be, hopefully,

19 implemented in March.

20             Part of our training guide has not been

21 updated yet, so we have to do an amendment to this at

22 some point once we get all of our training and all of

23 our training materials together.  That's probably the

24 newest thing that we have, are the electronic
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1 pollbooks.

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Just thumbing through

3 some of Plan A and B for emergency communications and

4 power loss, there is reference to the sheriff.  What

5 happens on election day vis-a-vis the Board's

6 interface with the Sheriff's Office?

7             MR. PAYNE:  For one thing, the sheriffs

8 are actually here.

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Out in the field.

10 They don't staff anyplace?

11             MR. PAYNE:  No.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  It say the PEOs are

13 instructed to call the Sheriff's Office directly.

14             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  That's correct.

15             MR. PAYNE:  Depending on --

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  How is that

17 communicated in training sessions with our PEOs?

18             MR. PAYNE:  Steve, do you want to address

19 that, how we train our PEOs in case of an emergency

20 out in the polling location?

21             MR. BULEN:  We review that in our voting

22 location manager training, and it's printed in the

23 manual in two separate places.  One of them is

24 prevalent, right on the back of the manual, the
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1 Sheriff's Office phone number for emergencies.

2             MR. PAYNE:  One of the things, I think

3 maybe the reason you're asking that, because there's

4 a heightened sense of security.  One of the things

5 that Steve and I talked about is making a special

6 emphasis about security, and if anybody has any

7 questions, any concerns, they need to address those

8 quickly so we'll have staff here.  The Sheriff's

9 Office is actually here.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  The number that staff

11 has printed on the manual, is that a general number

12 to the Sheriff's Office, or is there a specific

13 number?

14             MR. BULEN:  It's the general number to

15 the Sheriff's Office.

16             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  What we've done in the

17 past, they escalate the calls if it comes from a

18 Board of Elections official.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Did you say

20 "escalate"?

21             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  If the call is from --

22 and they say it's Board related, it's handled as a

23 priority.  And these are things that we -- we have a

24 security meeting with the Sheriff's Department prior
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1 to every election, and we are ready for the March

2 election.  They do have a command -- they do have a

3 person here at our Board.  If those calls come in,

4 their switchboard is told those calls are taken

5 priority.  They send out the dispatch.  The sheriff

6 crews are right there.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  But the number goes to

8 the sheriff, not here.

9             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Right.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  That is given to the

11 PEOs.

12             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  It's the sheriffs

13 number, not a number here.  We don't act as a buffer

14 or middle person.  It goes directly to the Sheriff's

15 Office.

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  This seems far afield,

17 but I will ask it.  This occurs to me now.  What

18 concealed carry provisions cover this facility and

19 any other voting facility?  I have no idea.

20             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Most of the places,

21 they have a sign out.  Most of the places, our voting

22 locations, are places where you cannot do the conceal

23 and carry.  I mean, we've never had that incident

24 happen that I can recall with somebody.
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1             MR. PAYNE:  Steve, do you know about the

2 polling locations themselves as it relates to

3 concealed carry?

4             MR. BULEN:  Not on an individual basis,

5 but as the director said, most of them are public

6 facilities, schools, churches, those type of things,

7 and they have a policy of no concealed handguns

8 allowed in the building.

9             MR. PAYNE:  There's no signage that we

10 have that would either --

11             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  We don't add

12 additional signage.  We do not.  Most facilities,

13 since they are public facilities, they already have

14 "no firearms," similar to what we have on ours.

15             MR. PAYNE:  I will mention, if there are

16 concerns of the Board on any of these, we do have the

17 ability to amend this report, so if you see something

18 that relates to security or any other matter you

19 think we need to update or do differently, we can

20 certainly do that.

21             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  I will make sure, have

22 our guys double-check all the sites and see what they

23 do have.

24             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Just a question that
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1 occurred to me because we were talking about the

2 sheriff.

3             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  We will follow up on

4 that one, sir.

5             MR. HAAS:  I move that the Board accept

6 the 2016 Primary Election Administration Plan and

7 authorize staff to send it to the Secretary of State

8 in conformance with the Secretary of State's

9 directive 2014-16.

10             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

11             MR. SINNOTT:  There is.

12             MR. LECKLIDER:  The directive, it's in

13 conformance with directive 2015-23.

14             MR. PAYNE:  Yes, I'm sorry.  So the

15 motion should actually say directive 2015-23.

16             MR. SINNOTT:  That's the way I already

17 understood the motion, Greg.

18             MR. HAAS:  I move that the Board accept

19 the 2016 Primary Election Administration Plan and

20 authorize staff to send it to the Secretary of State

21 in conformance with the Secretary of State's

22 directive 2015-23.

23             MR. SINNOTT:  Second.

24             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  All those in favor?
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1             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

2             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Motion carries.

3             MS. MARINELLO:  You said we have to sign

4 that?

5             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Yes.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Merry Christmas, happy

7 holidays.  Move to adjourn.

8             MR. SINNOTT:  Second.

9             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Properly moved and

10 seconded to adjourn the meeting.

11             All those in favor?

12             (Vote taken; motion passes.)

13             DIRECTOR ANTHONY:  Merry Christmas,

14 everyone, and Happy New Year.

15             (The hearing adjourned at 1:41 p.m.)

16                         - - -

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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1                      CERTIFICATE

2        I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a

3 true and correct transcript of the proceedings taken

4 by me in this matter on Wednesday, December 23, 2015,

5 and carefully compared with my original stenographic

6 notes.

7                    _______________________________
                   Rosemary Foster Anderson,

8                    Professional Reporter and Notary
                   Public in and for the State of

9                    Ohio.

10 My commission expires April 5, 2019.
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