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1                            Friday Afternoon Session,

2                            August 14, 2015.

3                         - - -

4             MR. ANTHONY:  Good afternoon, everyone.

5             Mr. Chair, I am going to call the

6 Franklin County Board of Elections to order.  First

7 item on the agenda would be the approval of the

8 minutes for the July 6, 2015, meeting.

9             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I move the Board approve

10 the minutes of the July 6, 2015, meeting of the

11 Franklin County Board of Elections as submitted.

12             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

13             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

14             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

15             That motion carries and I am passing

16 around --

17             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Should we take

18 roll before?

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  We usually do.

20             MR. ANTHONY:  That would be helpful.

21             MEMBER SINNOTT:  We can do it at any

22 point.

23             MR. ANTHONY:  Now that we have approved

24 the July 6 meeting, I am going to do roll call.
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1             Kim Marinello.

2             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here.

3             MR. ANTHONY:  Greg Haas.  Douglas

4 Preisse.

5             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here.

6             MR. ANTHONY:  And Bradley Sinnott.

7             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Here.

8             MR. ANTHONY:  We have a quorum,

9 Mr. Chairman.  Sorry for that lapse of Roberts Rules.

10             The next item on the agenda would be the

11 certification of candidates and issues to the

12 November ballot.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And I think Jeff

14 and Carla are going to split that, so I think, Jeff,

15 you are up first with certification of candidates.

16             MR. MACKEY:  I am going to deal with

17 Exhibit A first which are the candidates that staff

18 is recommending that you certify to the ballot this

19 November.  This list includes five write-in

20 candidates and two candidates for Judge for the

21 vacancy that occurred in July when Judge Young left

22 to take his seat on the Common Pleas Court.  So two

23 additional Municipal Court Judges applied for that

24 seat.
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1             MR. ANTHONY:  How many do we have?

2             MR. MACKEY:  207 candidates on this

3 list --

4             MR. ANTHONY:  Okay.

5             MR. MACKEY:  -- for about 130 seats.

6             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Nearly all of these

7 would be suburban candidates for the filing deadline

8 that was --

9             MR. MACKEY:  August 3.

10             MEMBER SINNOTT:  -- August 3.

11             MR. MACKEY:  Or 5th, 5th, I'm sorry.

12 Municipal candidates, township candidates, village

13 candidates, school boards.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Mr. Zappitelli.  Okay.

15 All right.  Looks good.

16             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Mr. Chairman, I move

17 the Board certify to the November 3, 2015, General

18 Election ballot those candidates listed on Exhibit A,

19 and that these petitions were filed timely and found

20 to be valid and sufficient.

21             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

23             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

24             That motion carries.
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1             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I think we will

2 move to the candidates that the staff are not

3 recommending for placement on the ballot.

4             MR. MACKEY:  I have only 6 candidates

5 this time which is significantly better than the 18

6 or so candidates we had in 2013 who we didn't

7 recommend.  Faced a similar variety of issues as

8 normal, statement of candidacy not signed, incomplete

9 circulator statements, or just not submitting

10 sufficient signatures.  I can run through these in

11 order, if you would like, or.

12             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Well, I don't know if

13 you need to if we have got --

14             MR. MACKEY:  The descriptions there.

15             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, I move that the

16 Board deny certification to the candidates appearing

17 on Exhibit B on the basis that their petitions were

18 either not filed timely or found by staff to be

19 invalid or insufficient and that these candidates

20 will not appear on the November 3, 2015, General

21 Election ballot.

22             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

23             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

24             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor say aye.
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1             The motion carries.  And we will send

2 letters to all these individuals?

3             MR. MACKEY:  We will.  They are notified

4 by certified mail.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I think the next

6 issue is questions and issues recommended for the

7 ballot, and I think, Carla, are you going to present

8 that?

9             MS. PATTON:  Yes.  In front of you you

10 will have Exhibit C.  We had 13 filings from local

11 subdivisions for various issues.  There's a charter

12 amendment, one bond issue, two miscellaneous

13 aggregation issues in the township, and nine tax

14 levies filed.  After review of all these filings,

15 they were on time and sufficient in regards to the

16 requirements.  Therefore, we are recommending that

17 they proceed to the ballot.

18             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  Fair enough.  I

19 move that the Board certify to the November 3, 2015,

20 General Election ballot those issues listed on

21 Exhibit C, and that these issues were filed timely

22 and found to be valid and sufficient.

23             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

24             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.
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1             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

2             That motion carries, Mr. Chairman.

3             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  There is an

4 Exhibit D in your packet and those are questions and

5 issues not recommended.  I suppose we wouldn't have

6 had to supply this, but you want to explain why we

7 did?  There are none that we are not recommending.

8             MS. PATTON:  In the event any of the

9 filings would have not had all components required or

10 something was missing, we would have not recommended

11 it to the ballot.  However, everyone that filed

12 was -- was a complete and accurate filing so there is

13 no attachments to Exhibit D.

14             MR. ANTHONY:  Oh, okay.  No action

15 needed.

16             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And, Carla, you

17 are also doing Exhibit E, correct?

18             MS. PATTON:  Exhibit E is the local

19 option -- the local liquor option questions that we

20 are recommending for the ballot.  We had a total of

21 22 filings containing a total of 35 questions for

22 various locations throughout the county.  All filings

23 this election met the required number of signatures

24 and are completely -- and are accurately completed.
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1 Therefore, again, we are recommending that all local

2 options be ordered to the ballot.

3             MR. ANTHONY:  There is 22 of them.

4             MS. PATTON:  22 filings with a total of

5 35 questions among those filings.

6             MR. ANTHONY:  Okay.

7             MS. PATTON:  13 of them had the weekday

8 and Sunday sales, 8 of them were only for Sunday

9 sales, and 1 was for only weekday sales.

10             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.  I move the Board

11 certify to the November 3, 2015, General Election

12 ballot those local option questions listed on Exhibit

13 E, and that these local option questions were filed

14 timely and found to be valid and sufficient.

15             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

17             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

18             That motion carries as well.

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Like Exhibit D we

20 also have an Exhibit F.  Carla, you want to explain

21 Exhibit F?

22             MS. PATTON:  Yes.  Many times we have

23 local option petitions that do not meet the number of

24 required signatures or there is something fatal with
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1 the face value of the petition.  However, this

2 election all -- all of the projects were sufficient

3 so, therefore, there is no attachment to the Exhibit

4 F.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Great.  The next

6 item on the agenda is candidate withdrawals, and I

7 believe Jeff is presenting that.  We had two

8 candidate withdrawals, Jeff?

9             MR. MACKEY:  We did receive letters of

10 withdrawal from two candidates, Michelle Mills for

11 Columbus City Council and Steve Campbell for Madison

12 Township Fiscal Officer.  They've asked that their

13 names not appear on the ballot.  Copies of those

14 letters if you wanted to see them.

15             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Not necessary for me.

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Me neither.

17             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move the Board

18 accept the requests of Michelle M. Mills to withdraw

19 as a candidate for Columbus City Council and Steven

20 O. Campbell to withdraw as a candidate for Madison

21 Township Fiscal Officer, and that their names shall

22 not appear on the November 3, 2015, General Election

23 ballot.

24             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?
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1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.

2             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

3             Motion carries.

4             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next issue is

5 certification of replacement candidate for Columbus

6 City Council.  And, Jeff, you are handling that one

7 as well?

8             MR. MACKEY:  We did receive a form from

9 the nominating committee for Michelle Mills, a

10 request to replace her with Elizabeth Brown.  It was

11 properly filed by the 86th day before the election,

12 signed by the majority of the committee.

13             MEMBER SINNOTT:  All right.  Then I move

14 the Board accept the August 10, 2015, appointment of

15 Elizabeth Brown as a candidate for Columbus City

16 Council and that her name shall appear on the

17 November 3, 2015, General Election ballot.

18             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

20             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

21             Motion carries, Mr. Chairman.

22             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next item

23 there were three requests for alternate ballot names.

24 And, Jeff, I think there is something in your.
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1             MR. MACKEY:  Chairman Preisse noted

2 Mr. Zappitelli is going to appear on the ballot

3 again.  He has again requested that he appear as Bud

4 Zappitelli.  Generally you do not accept that as it

5 is not a natural derivative of his name.  I also

6 included two -- two more there that we weren't sure

7 of and we wanted to toss to you to examine and get

8 your opinion on.

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I was going to ask,

10 you have got it right here, right?  Oh, is this

11 verbatim the directive?

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Yes.

13             MEMBER SINNOTT:  And, Jeff, when you say

14 you are presenting three to us, does that mean you

15 have others that you've acted upon?

16             MR. MACKEY:  We do generally go ahead on

17 the ones that are more common as cited in the example

18 here, Bill for William, Bob for Robert, those --

19 those kinds, but these three were extraordinary in

20 our opinion so.

21             MEMBER SINNOTT:  How many alternate

22 ballot name requests did we receive for this

23 election?

24             MR. MACKEY:  I don't know.
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1             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Is it 5 or 50?

2             MR. MACKEY:  Probably between one and two

3 dozen if you are doing Bobs and Robers and Williams

4 and Bills and Geris for Geraldines and.

5             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And then this is at

7 the discretion of the Board of Elections.

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Correct.

9             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I think it would make

10 sense for there to be some discussion by Members of

11 the Board before the motion.  I think in the case of

12 the first one, Elliot wanting to be known as Eli,

13 that's very close to William Smith wanting to be

14 known as Will Smith.

15             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And it might even be

16 Eli.

17             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Pronounced that way,

18 yes.  But that's just a shortening of the longer

19 name.

20             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yeah.

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I agree with the first

22 one.

23             MEMBER SINNOTT:  And then in the case of

24 Mr. Zappitelli, I believe we've effectively addressed
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1 this one in the past, and we decided you can't get to

2 Bud from Eugene.  And then on Chip, I don't think

3 that is a common nickname for Charles.

4             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I never heard it

5 before.

6             MEMBER SINNOTT:  And it's not derived

7 from Charles directly.

8             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  I know a Chip Garrett.

9 You know Chip Garret.  His real name is Charles.

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I did a little

11 research, and the name Chip typically comes from

12 someone that has had -- if your father is named

13 Robert, rather than being called another Robert,

14 that's your name, that it's a chip off the old block.

15 And so it's not derived -- it could be a George and

16 George, Jr., and he prefers to be called Chip but

17 that was -- that was -- because I was interested in

18 how this all derived as well so, not to throw more.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  What about Chip

20 McConville?  What's his real name?  He's the

21 Republican Chairman of Knox County.  I am trying to

22 think of the Chips I know.

23             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I used to work with a

24 Chip whose name was Robert, and it was exactly the



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

16

1 situation that.

2             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I know a Chip and his

3 father's name is Ray, so it just makes no sense, but

4 I did not know about the chip off the old block.

5             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Which website did you

6 consult for authority there, Dave?

7             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Oh, it was

8 verifiable through Wikipedia.

9             MEMBER SINNOTT:  The standard reference.

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The standard

11 reference.

12             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, I'm inclined to

13 approve the first but not the second and third.  As a

14 matter of fact, I will so move.

15             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second it.

16             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor?

17             That motion carries.

18             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So just to be

19 clear, we have approved Eli for the ballot, and we

20 did not approve Charles and Eugene to be referred to

21 as Chip and Bud; is that correct?

22             MR. ANTHONY:  Yeah.

23             MEMBER SINNOTT:  That is correct.

24             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next item on
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1 the agenda is voter registration challenge.  I

2 believe we have one, and Renee will head that up.

3             MS. KLCO:  We had a challenge from Diane

4 Fidelibus, F-I-D-E-L-I-B-U-S, of 801 Sheridan Park

5 Court.  She maintains that Ron Grantham, who

6 registered at the same address, does not live there.

7 Our records indicate that Diane lives at 6529

8 Hearthstone Avenue.  I have no way of knowing whether

9 or not Mr. Grantham does or does not live at that

10 address.  It is the recommendation of my staff that

11 we just do nothing with this voter.

12             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Meaning that this

13 voter would stay on the --

14             MS. KLCO:  Stay on the rolls at this

15 address.

16             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I'm sorry.  Did I hear

17 you say you couldn't verify the address of the

18 challenger?

19             MS. KLCO:  The challenger has a different

20 address on file with us than the address she used in

21 her challenge.

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  She used in her

23 challenge the 801 Sheridan Park Court address.

24             MS. KLCO:  Yes, she did.
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1             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  She claims she is a

2 voter there, and the other person isn't.  So we don't

3 know whether she lives there or not either.

4             MS. KLCO:  No.

5             MR. ANTHONY:  Do you have her in the

6 voter registration rolls?

7             MS. KLCO:  I have her in the voter

8 registration rolls at a different address --

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Did we call her?

10             MS. KLCO:  -- Hearthstone.  She told me

11 she moved but she hasn't --

12             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Updated.

13             MS. KLCO:  -- reregistered.

14             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So she told you she

15 moved to 801.  She has not updated her own

16 registration.

17             MS. KLCO:  And she is stating this

18 gentleman does not live there.

19             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And we don't have

20 him -- we do have him at this address.

21             MS. KLCO:  We do.

22             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Did we call him?

23             MS. KLCO:  I have no way of calling him.

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  How did she let you
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1 know about this?

2             MS. KLCO:  She called in.  He received a

3 voter acknowledgment letter.

4             MEMBER MARINELLO:  She goes through all

5 the trouble of that, but she doesn't change her

6 address.

7             MS. KLCO:  Correct.

8             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I agree with your.

9             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  How would we normally

10 confirm that he doesn't live there?  Call him and

11 find out if he lives somewhere else?  But you can't

12 get ahold of him.

13             MS. KLCO:  I can't get ahold of him.

14             MR. ANTHONY:  We have -- if I recall,

15 have sent folks to the address and knocked on the

16 door ourselves.  I don't know if that's something we

17 want to do.

18             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Are we able to know

19 whether there is a forwarding -- mail forwarding

20 order?

21             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Did you send a

22 certified letter or any kind of letter to him?

23             MS. KLCO:  No.  When the acknowledgment

24 letter came back, we sent a confirmation that has not
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1 been returned to us.

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  To Mr. Grantham.

3             MS. KLCO:  Mr. Grantham.

4             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  And those wouldn't be

5 forwarded.

6             MS. KLCO:  Confirmation letters, yes.

7             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So it would be

8 forwarded --

9             MS. KLCO:  Yes.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  -- if there was a

11 forwarding order.

12             MS. KLCO:  If there was a forwarding.

13             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  So if we do nothing,

14 he will keep getting our mail there.

15             MS. KLCO:  Yes.

16             MR. ANTHONY:  And after she registered,

17 so will she.

18             MS. KLCO:  So she will be getting our

19 mail at that address as well the Hearthstone which is

20 where she is getting our mail now.

21             MR. ANTHONY:  At that point she could

22 come back and file this again.

23             MS. KLCO:  File this again.

24             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yeah.  Being practical
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1 about this, we do nothing now, tell her to register

2 at the right address, and then file the paper saying

3 Mr. Grantham is not living with me here.

4             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Sounds logical.

5             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.

6             MS. KLCO:  Okay.  Thank you.

7             MR. ANTHONY:  We do nothing on that.

8             The next item on the agenda we came

9 before you at the last meeting with a policy change.

10 We wanted to adopt a new tuition reimbursement

11 policy.  Deputy Director Payne has put together some

12 language that I think is very good and that we can

13 adopt it as it is written.  Give you an opportunity

14 to read it.

15             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Basically it

16 takes our present tuition reimbursement from $1,000 a

17 year to $5,000 a year.  We adopted a lot of what the

18 County Commissioners have as their tuition

19 reimbursement policy.  We feel that it encourages

20 education to improve the skills of our employees.

21 Basically we will reimburse up to $5,000 per calendar

22 year if someone completes a course and gets a C or

23 better or a pass in the case of a pass/fail course, a

24 total of $30,000 throughout their employment at the
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1 Board of Elections.

2             Our Fiscal Department would be in charge

3 of monitoring and being in charge of this program.

4 Eligibility would be any full-time employee at the

5 Board of Elections who has fulfilled their

6 probationary period.

7             Courses that can be taken basically

8 either has to be a correlation between the content of

9 the course or the degree program of either their

10 current job or other jobs within the Franklin County

11 Board of Elections.  Final determination of whether

12 the courses are viable would be made by the Director

13 of the Franklin County Board of Elections.

14             And of note, seminars, conferences, and

15 workshops are not included.  Accredited

16 degree-granting colleges, universities, technical

17 schools, and business institutions would be included.

18 Any accredited school authorized by the Ohio Board of

19 Regents or accredited by the North Central

20 Association of Colleges and Schools, and

21 reimbursement would be provided to the employee in

22 their regular payroll check.  If they resign within a

23 year of taking the course, they would be responsible

24 for repaying the Franklin County Board of Elections
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1 for any courses they have taken.

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  How is this policy

3 different from the County's policy?  You said it's

4 mainly the same.

5             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's mainly the

6 same.  It's different in the fact that our Fiscal

7 Department will handle it versus their HR Department.

8 The final determination of the courses, whether

9 eligible, is with the Director of the Franklin County

10 Board of Elections.

11             MEMBER SINNOTT:  And it's within the

12 discretion of the HR Administrator for the County?

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Yes.

14             MEMBER SINNOTT:  This is a generous

15 benefit.  This is a good deal for our employees,

16 $5,000 a year for 30,000.  That's a big chunk of Ohio

17 State's interstate tuition right now.  How do we fund

18 this?

19             MR. ANTHONY:  Through the -- through our

20 regular operating revenue.  It will come from the

21 general revenue funds which is put in the budget and

22 because it is their policy, it mirrors their policy,

23 we should not have a problem funding it.  And, of

24 course, it would be more probably like a
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1 reimbursement-type funding because we won't know who

2 is going to take advantage of it until at the end of

3 the fiscal year.  We'll try to figure it out prior to

4 each fiscal year but, you know.

5             MEMBER SINNOTT:  How many employees do we

6 have enrolled now in the $1,000?

7             MR. ANTHONY:  I think one.  Will

8 Scarborough is the only one I know of.  Just one.  We

9 may get more now.

10             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Are the members of the

11 Board eligible employees?  Darn, I don't think so.  I

12 don't think we are considered employees.

13             MR. ANTHONY:  You probably are because

14 you are considered an employee.

15             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Oh, well.

16             MR. ANTHONY:  Go back and get that much

17 needed Ph.D.

18             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yeah.

19             MR. ANTHONY:  This is something, just to

20 kind of put a little historic perspective around

21 this, we -- we have been talking about doing this

22 back to 2010.  And we just never got around to

23 actually sitting down and revising our policy.  And

24 we are really glad that David came onboard, and he
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1 jumped right on in and got it done.  So we would like

2 to thank David for that.  It's something that a lot

3 of our staff has been asking about; and, again, you

4 know the last person I think before Will would have

5 been Damschroder or Stacey Baker.

6             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Carla, Carla has

7 utilized it as well.

8             MR. ANTHONY:  So this is something folks

9 have been really pressing us for.

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I will note the

11 second sentence in this says "based upon the

12 availability of funds," so assuming we are flush.

13             MR. ANTHONY:  We will budget likewise to

14 make sure we have enough in there.

15             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Okay.

16             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Great.  I move the

17 Board adopt the new Tuition Reimbursement Policy as

18 detailed in Exhibit G.

19             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Second.

20             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

21             That motion carries.

22             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next item is

23 discussion of the e-pollbooks, and you recall that

24 the State has allocated $12.7 million for 88 county
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1 boards of elections to purchase e-pollbooks.  The

2 Franklin County cost of the total would be -- we are

3 looking right now to possibly purchasing 1,500

4 pollbooks at basically $1,500.  Now, that would be

5 each.  Now, that may come down.  So if that's the

6 case, our total costs would be 2,250,000, of which

7 the State would pay $1,342,390, and then the County

8 would be responsible for the $907,610.  The State,

9 when they figured out the last time we had a question

10 about the 85/15, and the State came up with what they

11 thought the budget would be, and 85 percent of that

12 was $12.7 million.

13             So for us we don't really get the

14 85 percent.  It's based on the number of voters in

15 Franklin County as opposed to the voters in the State

16 of Ohio.  There was 7,717,000 voters in the State of

17 Ohio, of which 815,828 voters are from Franklin

18 County.  And that adds up to 10.57 percent so we get

19 10.7 -- 10.57 percent of the $12.7 million.  Does

20 that make -- does that make sense?

21             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Well, the 85/15 split

22 that was reported in the popular press.

23             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  That came up with

24 a budget -- the State came up with a budget thinking
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1 it would cost this amount of money to fund

2 e-pollbooks for 88 counties.  I don't think they

3 consulted necessarily with the 88 counties to figure

4 out and there -- we are looking at total costs, and

5 they may be closer than they think, but 85 percent of

6 the number that they came up with, $12.7 million.

7             MEMBER SINNOTT:  So using new e-pollbooks

8 countywide we would need 1,500.

9             MR. ANTHONY:  Yes.

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  That's what we

11 think at this point.  And we interviewed six

12 different vendors, and it ranges anywhere from $1,000

13 to $1,700, so we just took the number 1,500.  Now,

14 the Department of Administrative Services is having a

15 program where they get the lowest price from the --

16 from the vendors, and then from there we are able to

17 negotiate lower, so we are hopeful that we can get

18 less than -- we can pay less than the $1,500.

19 We've -- at this point we have interviewed six

20 vendors and what we would like to do is a pilot

21 project and we selected -- our staff selected three

22 vendors that we would like to run the pilot project

23 through, and one of them is KNOWiNK out of St. Louis,

24 the other one is EA out of St. Louis, and then the
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1 third is ES&S out of Omaha.

2             The pilot project would have KNOWiNK

3 using their pollbooks in the November election in our

4 early vote center from October 12 through the 16th,

5 having EA work the our early vote center from October

6 19 through the 23rd, and having ES&S work from

7 October 26 to the 30th.  And each of these vendors

8 would provide training the Saturday before they would

9 be here to our folks working in the early vote

10 center.

11             Additionally, on election day we would

12 have these vendors working at a preselected polling

13 location.  We have KNOWiNK working at the Buckeye

14 Wood Elementary School, we have EA working at Quest

15 Community Church, and we have ES&S working at

16 Eastpointe Christian Church.

17             So following this November's election,

18 the plan would be to reassemble probably the

19 Wednesday or Thursday after the November election and

20 select a vendor and work with them to get the lowest

21 price possible.

22             MR. ANTHONY:  We are also having meetings

23 with all the vendors on the security of their system.

24 And we've set up three separate meetings for them to
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1 go over all the security protocols within their --

2 their tablets, and we've invited the County

3 Commissioners to attend these sessions because, as

4 you know, that was a major concern of one of our

5 County Commissioners.  So we want to be proactive and

6 get them engaged in this pilot project or to come in

7 and sit with us as we review the security.

8             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  In addition, we

9 want to invite the Board Members to come as well.

10             MR. ANTHONY:  Right.

11             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Is there any intel on

12 how many of the 88 counties are going to go to

13 e-pollbooks in the near term?

14             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The larger

15 counties, when we have been talking, it's -- they are

16 all onboard.

17             MR. ANTHONY:  There's a few.  Hamilton

18 County is already using them.

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  But the smaller

20 counties, even though the State is providing

21 85 percent of the funding, there is some smaller

22 counties that may not.

23             MR. ANTHONY:  That may not but it's going

24 to go --
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1             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It will be the

2 vast majority.

3             MR. ANTHONY:  It would be the vast

4 majority now that the money is available.  Had the

5 money not been available, it probably wouldn't have

6 been -- we would have been fighting it to try to get

7 them because that would have been over $3 million,

8 almost 4.  It would have been a big outlay for us of

9 2 -- what is it?  $2.5 million or something?

10             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So I don't think

11 we have any -- there is no action that needs to be

12 taken on this unless you want to revisit the plan we

13 have.

14             MR. ANTHONY:  You all are invited to come

15 to these sessions too.

16             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Let us know when they

17 are.

18             MR. ANTHONY:  It's going to be here.

19             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The three weeks

20 of early voting, yeah, to answer any questions.  We

21 are actually having a lot of meetings.  We are having

22 webinars with these folks, and I feel really good

23 actually about getting a lower price.  These -- all

24 of these vendors want Franklin County.  I mean, they
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1 want Franklin County on their list of vendors they

2 have to take around the country.  In all cases

3 Franklin County today would be the largest county of

4 any of these vendors using e-pollbooks.

5             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Should be able to

6 wheel and deal.

7             MR. ANTHONY:  We narrowed it down to the

8 three vendors Director Payne said based on some -- we

9 took the whole staff down to one -- one of the

10 election --

11             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Fairfield County.

12             MR. ANTHONY:  Because they had all the

13 vendors there so we spent a day looking at vendors,

14 taking great notes and --

15             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And then we've

16 had them all -- they have all been in here as well.

17             MR. ANTHONY:  So we decided that the

18 three that David spoke about are probably the three

19 strongest vendors, and they represent an iPad

20 application, they represent an Android application,

21 and they represent a Windows application, so we

22 wanted to see how the three applications actually

23 worked with our system.  And our staff has been very,

24 very good at, you know, figuring out how we are going
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1 to do this.

2             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We are developing

3 questionnaires that we want to have the voters fill

4 out.  We will have questionnaires for the people

5 actually using the e-pollbooks in the early vote

6 center and at the Board of E -- or at the election

7 day polling locations.  We'll be having training, and

8 we'll view how they do their training for our people.

9 We will have questionnaires for that, and so we feel

10 real confident that we'll get a very good product at

11 a very reasonable -- relatively reasonable price.

12             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Okay.

13             DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We are doing our

14 due diligence, we believe.

15             MR. ANTHONY:  Yes, we are.

16             MEMBER SINNOTT:  All right.  Pursuant to

17 Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1) and (3), I move

18 that the Franklin County Board of Elections go into

19 Executive Session to consider the appointment,

20 employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion,

21 demotion, and/or compensation of a public employee

22 and to consult with the Board's legal counsel

23 regarding the subpoena the Board received from the

24 plaintiffs in the matter of Ohio Organizing
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1 Collaborative versus Jon Husted.

2             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there -- roll call, I'm

3 sorry.  Kim Marinello.

4             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.

5             MR. ANTHONY:  Douglas Preisse.

6             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

7             MR. ANTHONY:  And Bradley Sinnott.

8             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

9             MR. ANTHONY:  We are now into Executive

10 Session.  Is there anyone you would like to stay

11 other than legal?

12             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Counsel, I think the two

13 Directors.

14             MR. ANTHONY:  Everyone else, we will come

15 and get you.

16             (Executive Session held.)

17             MR. ANTHONY:  Motion to come out of

18 Executive Session.

19             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move the Franklin

20 County Board of Elections adjourn from Executive

21 Session and that no votes or official actions were

22 taken during Executive Session.

23             MR. ANTHONY:  Kimberly Marinello.

24             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Yes.
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1             MR. ANTHONY:  Douglas Preisse.

2             CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Yes.

3             MR. ANTHONY:  Bradley Sinnott.

4             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Yes.

5             MR. ANTHONY:  We are now out of Executive

6 Session.

7             The next item on the agenda would be to

8 act -- to hire Thu Thi Nquyen, she's here in the

9 audience too so, as our new Fiscal Officer, and she's

10 nervous as heck.  She told me she was really nervous

11 talking in front of folks.  Is there anything you

12 want to say or?  No?  All right.

13             MEMBER SINNOTT:  Usually new employees

14 address the board for no more than 15 minutes.

15             MEMBER MARINELLO:  We'll have to cut you

16 off at 15 minutes.

17             MR. ANTHONY:  All right.

18             MEMBER MARINELLO:  I don't like it

19 either, talking in front of people.

20             I move that the Franklin County Board of

21 Elections hire Thu Thi Nquyen as Fiscal Officer

22 (full-time position) beginning Friday, August 14,

23 2015, at a salary of $57,000 per year/$27.40 per

24 hour.
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1             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

2             MEMBER SINNOTT:  I will second.

3             MR. ANTHONY:  All in favor.

4             The motion carries.

5             Welcome aboard.  You have got big shoes

6 to fill.

7             Is there a motion -- that was the end of

8 the agenda items.  Is there a motion to adjourn?

9             MEMBER SINNOTT:  There is.

10             MR. ANTHONY:  Is there a second?

11             MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.

12             MR. ANTHONY:  All those in favor.

13             We stand adjourned.

14             (Thereupon, at 3:25 p.m., the meeting was

15 adjourned.)

16                         - - -

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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