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THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

- - -

In Re:                   : 

                    :  

Regular Meeting.         : 

- - -

August 1, 2022

   PROCEEDINGS OF

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

before Chairman Douglas J. Preisse, Director Antone 
White, Deputy Director David Payne, and Board 
Members Kimberly Marinello, Michael E. Sexton, and 
Josh Jaffe, on Monday, August 1, 2022, beginning at 
approximately 3:04 p.m., and concluding at 
approximately 3:17 p.m.  

- - - 

Higgins & Associates
4889 Sinclair Road, Suite 102 

Columbus, OH 43229-5433
*614.985.DEPO (3376) *888.244.1211
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APPEARANCES:

FRANKLIN COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE
Jeanine Hummer, Esquire
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
373 South High Street, 14th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215,

  On behalf of the Board.

Also present:

     Erin Gibbons
     Matthew Kelly

- - - 
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                         Monday Afternoon Session
               August 1, 2022

            3:04 p.m.  

- - -

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  I will go 

ahead and take roll.  

Kim Marinello.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Mike Sexton.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Doug 

Preisse.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  And Josh 

Jaffe.  

MEMBER JAFFE:  Here. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  We have a 

quorum.  

The first item on the agenda is the 

approval of minutes.  We have one June 8th meeting 

that we had the minutes for.  I believe we sent 

those out.  I don't know if there's any additions, 

deletions, corrections.  

MEMBER JAFFE:  I'll move that we 

approve the minutes of the June 8th meeting of the 

Franklin County Board of Elections as submitted. 
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MEMBER MARINELLO:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.

(Vote taken.)  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

The next item on the agenda is the 

paper ballot allocation.  And normally Carla does 

that, but I believe she's otherwise involved in 

something that she probably needs to stay involved 

with.  So I will attempt.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Very well said.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  So we need 

to approve the paper ballot allocation for the 

August 2nd Primary Election.  We've done this 

before.  She told me there were no changes.  Each 

precinct gets at least 25 packaged ballots.  Some 

get 50.  I don't believe I saw any, any more than 

50 for Republican or Democrat, but it's possible 

there are.  But at any rate, there are no changes 
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from the last time that this Board approved it.

MEMBER SEXTON:  So this is just a 

standard, no changes?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Correct.

MEMBER SEXTON:  Mr. Chairman, I move 

this Board adopt the paper ballot allocation 

formula in Exhibit A compiled by the board staff 

for the August 2nd, 2022 Primary Election.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

The next item on the agenda would be 

the voting machine and paper pollbook allocation 

for the August 2nd Primary Election.  

You'll see there that, if you look 

at Christian Community Church North, which is the 

first one, it has one DS200.  That's the tabulator.  
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They have two ExpressVotes and one ExpressVote 

kiosk for a total of three express kiosks.  So we 

do that for each of our 156 polling locations.  And 

I'm told also that Exhibit B has not changed since 

the last time that the Board approved this 

allocation formula.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move the Board 

adopt the voting machine and paper pollbook 

allocation formula in Exhibit B compiled by the 

board staff for the August 2nd, 2022 Primary 

Election.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

The next item on the agenda is the 

candidate withdrawals.  And I believe Jeff Mackey 

normally does that, but he also is doing something 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8

that's probably more important than being here.  So 

I will attempt to do that, as well. 

We had a request come in after our 

last meeting from Brian Bainbridge to withdraw as a 

Republican state committee candidate in the 

Republican Primary.  And so we post in our Early 

Vote Center signage that tells the voters that any 

votes cast for Mr. Bainbridge would not count.  We 

do the same with any ballots that we send to 

voters.  And then of course, any voters on Election 

Day in that Twenty-fifth Senate District would also 

be alerted that any votes cast for Mr. Bainbridge 

would not count.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the 

Board accept the request of Brian Bainbridge as a 

candidate for the Republican State Committee (25th 

District) Republican Primary and that any votes 

cast for them not be counted.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Seconded. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 
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same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

The next item on the agenda is the 

promotion of Travis to the manager of the early -- 

or the vote service, Voter Services Department.  

We're, just on behalf of this side of the aisle, 

we're very excited about this appointment.  

So I'll turn it over to Antone.

DIRECTOR WHITE:  Thank you, David.

Good afternoon, Board members.  

Yeah, I'm pleased to present Travis Simmons for 

promotion to Voter Services manager.  

Travis comes to us, he's worked in 

the Absentee Department as a full-time member since 

2020.  He serves as our training and scanning 

coordinator in that department.  He's actually been 

with the Board since 2008.  Before he was appointed 

to a full-time position, he worked in a seasonal 

role with the Board.  But in his current role in 

Absentee, he leads training for all full-time and 

seasonal staff on our Tenex system, which is our 

voter registration system, so he's very proficient 

with that system.  He also supervises and trains 
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our seasonal support staff in that department.  

So we're very excited to promote 

him.  Travis is very personable and very hands-on, 

and I think he'll make a good fit for that 

department and working with our supervisor,     

Sara Ziemba, who has been leading that department 

since the last manager left.  

So pending any questions, I'd ask 

for approval to promote Travis Simmons.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Seeing none,      

Mr. Chairman, I move that the Franklin County Board 

of Elections promote Travis Simmons to the position 

of Manager of the Voter Services Department 

(full-time position) beginning Monday, August 1st, 

at a rate of $35.50 per hour.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second.  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the promotion 

of Travis Simmons, signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 
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carries.  

Travis, you want to say hello to the 

Board?  

MR. SIMMONS:  Nice to meet you.  

Thank you. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  The next 

item on the agenda would be a pay raise for     

Sara Ziemba.  As our director mentioned, she has 

been serving as the director of the managers since 

the last manager left.  She's been with this 

department since January 6th of 2020.  And I think 

it's fair to say that she is on the top tier of our 

employees here.  She's fantastic.  We couldn't do 

what we do without her, and I think she's very well 

deserving.  And the other thing, I think that 

Travis and Sara are going to work famously 

together.  I think they're a good match.

MEMBER JAFFE:  I'll move that the 

Franklin County Board of Elections give Sara 

Ziemba, the Supervisor of Voter Services, a pay 

increase to $32 per hour.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 
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signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

The next item on the agenda, I'll 

turn over to Matt Kelly.  It's the paper, the 

ballot paper purchase for the November election.

MR. KELLY:  Correct.  

Good afternoon.  We have been 

monitoring what's coming into the Board as far as 

issues that we are looking at being on the ballot 

in November.  We know that there's a paper shortage 

out there.  And if it looks like we're going to 

have a two- or maybe a three-page ballot, we 

believe it's smart for us right now to order an 

additional half million full-size sheets of ballot 

stock.  We hope we don't have a three-page ballot, 

but things are looking like it's definitely going 

to be a two-page ballot.  

If we have a two-page ballot, of 

course, we will be doing two pages for test decks.  

We'll be doing two pages for any of the training 
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materials.  So there'll be a lot of things we'll be 

using this paper for.  So we just, we'd feel 

comfortable having a million, 1.1 million pieces of 

paper in the back rather than 600,000 pieces of 

paper in the back, so we don't get caught in a trap 

with no paper of this size.  

So we humbly ask for $50,000 to 

purchase one-half million sheets of full-size 

ballot stock.  

DIRECTOR WHITE:  And Matt, this is 

on state term?  

MR. KELLY:  Yes, this is state term 

contract with ES&S.

MEMBER MARINELLO:  Way to think 

ahead.

MEMBER SEXTON:  The question I would 

have is, is this enough, with the ballot shortage 

that we're going through, and do we have any 

contingency if we get in there and realize -- 

MR. KELLY:  We, right now our 

inventory is at 580,000 pieces.  We're adding 

another half million to that.  The 2018 mail-out 

ballots, that was around let's say 120,000, the 

test deck included and all that.  That would get us 

up to around a half million.  So if we're doubling 
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what we have, we should be, that should be 

sufficient.  

If we get into a situation where we 

do realize there's a third page of the ballot for 

the City of Columbus most likely, we would do a 

supplemental order around September 15th.  And we 

just, we don't have enough information to know that 

we're going to have a two- or three-page ballot 

right now.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  But it won't go 

to waste, so you could order it now and use it.

DIRECTOR WHITE:  Part of the 

challenge we have here, too, is storage and where 

we store, because they come on pallets.  And so you 

order another half million pieces of ballots, I 

mean, how many pallets is that?  Five or six?

MR. KELLY:  That's going to be six, 

six and a half pallets.

DIRECTOR WHITE:  Yeah.  So then we 

have a storage issue.

MR. KELLY:  It does have to be 

stored under a DNR lock.  

DIRECTOR WHITE:  And it has to be 

under climate control.  So we only have certain 

areas within the building where we can store that 
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paper, so that becomes part of the challenge, too.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  What is the deadline 

for the local issues and issues?  Isn't that 

usually in August?  

DIRECTOR WHITE:  I believe it's 

August 14th.  Is it 14th?  

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  That isn't 

what I was going to say, but you're probably right.

MS. HUMMER:  18th.

DIRECTOR WHITE:  It's 18th, I'm 

sorry.

MEMBER SEXTON:  So we'll have a 

better idea after that how many issues we're going 

to have.

MR. KELLY:  Right.  And I have 

checked with ES&S, our supplier, and they can do a 

turnaround if we need to do another supplemental 

250,000, let's say, they can turn that around 

fairly quickly.  They are in a good position with 

their own paper, because they did due diligence and 

ordered a lot before this election cycle, as well.  

So we don't think there'll be a supply chain issue 

with them if we need to order another supplemental 

quarter million or so.  We hope we don't have to.

MEMBER SEXTON:  Mr. Chairman, I move 
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the Board authorize the BOE staff to purchase 

500,000 sheets of ballot paper in the amount of 

$50,000 in anticipation of a two- or three-page 

ballot in the upcoming November election.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries. 

Next item on the agenda would be the 

opening of the polls for the Primary Election 

tomorrow at 6:30.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  A.m. 

MEMBER JAFFE:  Should probably do 

that.  

MEMBER SEXTON:  Mr. Chairman, I move 

the polls be declared open on Tuesday, August 2nd, 

2022, for the Primary Election beginning at 

6:30 a.m. and closing at 7:30 p.m. and that in 
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accordance with the Ohio Revised Code Section 

3501.32, any voter in line prior to the close of 

polls at 7:30 p.m. shall be permitted to vote.  

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 

signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign. 

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  

And then we would probably want to 

recess the Board.  

MEMBER MARINELLO:  I move that the 

Board recess the meeting of the Franklin County 

Board of Elections, subject to recall by the Chair, 

until after the close of the election being held on 

Tuesday, August 2nd, 2022.

CHAIRMAN PREISSE:  Second. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  It's been 

properly moved and seconded.  

All those in favor of the motion, 
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signify by saying aye.  

(Vote taken.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  All opposed, 

same sign.  

(No response.)

DEPUTY DIRECTOR PAYNE:  Motion 

carries.  I think that's it. 

- - -

Thereupon, the proceedings were recessed at 

approximately 3:17 p.m.

- - -
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C E R T I F I C A T E

- - -

THE STATE OF OHIO:
SS:

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN:

I, Sarah S. Collignon, a Professional 
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of 
Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true, correct, and complete written transcript of 
the proceedings in this matter;
     That the foregoing was taken by me 
stenographically and transcribed by me with 
computer-aided transcription; 

     That the foregoing occurred at the 
aforementioned time and place;

That I am not an attorney for or 
relative of either party and have no interest 
whatsoever in the event of this litigation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and official seal of office at Columbus, 
Ohio, this 1st day of September, 2022.

/s/Sarah S. Collignon_________________________
Notary Public, State of Ohio

My Commission Expires:  January 9, 2025.

- - -




























































































	2022-08-01
	8-1-22 Board Meeting Exhibits

